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A Church Powered for an Atom Age 


CARLOS GREENLEAF FULLER 


Ts 30 or more years of air wave communica- 
tion, | have never heard any commentator speak 
of the Church as a world power. In an earth shaken 
by the fear of atomic destruction, commentators today 
refer only to two sources of restraint upon potential 
war-minded aggressors: massive military might, and 
the United Nations. However necessary feartul mili- 
tary equipment may be, it is at best but a negative 
restraint upon the passions of potential dictators. It 
cannot transform a warmonger into a lover of peace. 
[he United Nations is a useful public forum for the 
focus of world opinion. But again it is fundamentally 
an organization of external pressure. Its range of influ- 
ence is on the circumference of life. It seeks to shift 
the balance of nations by outer compulsion. It lacks 
power to deal with inner motives. Only the Church 
dares to claim it can change a man’s heart, and wash 
away lust, greed, hate and fear. Yet, in the affairs of 
nations, the Church is ignored. 


NEW POWER FOR A NEW DAY 


Now, one cannot ignore a hurricane. A sidewalk 
cannot ignore the root beneath it which by persistent 
growth eventually splits the concrete pavement in two. 
Peter, the fisherman disciple of Jesus Christ, was not 
ignored. The mind and heart of St. Paul could not 
be ignored. Peter and Paul had access to the source of 
life like that growing in a twig on a hillside that cracks 
in twain a granite rock. Equipped with holy boldness, 
their private prayers and public speech were spiritual 
hurricanes of faith and love that crumbled the strongest 
resistance. Slowly but surely, they and the early dis- 
ciples took over an ancient empire. What life-giving 
power has the Church lost that it cannot duplicate that 
experience today? Were the Church to have this same 
spiritual power in our atomic age, it could not be 
ignored! 

Thirty odd years in pastoral work makes this problem 


Carlos Greenleaf Fuller holds the A.B. degree from Colgate 
University, B.D. from Union Theological Seminary (New 
York City), and M.A. from Teachers College, Columbia 
University. He served Featherbed Lane Presbyterian Church, 
of New York City for 16 years, and then First Presbyterian 
Church of East Rochester, N.Y. for 13 years. A prolific 
writer, he has written some 60 articles for religious publications. 


mine. If the Church has failed, it has been my failure. 
In retrospect, | would like to examine the Church from 
the standpoint of personal observation and experience. 
In the two churches where I have served a major part 
of my ministry, | received into church membership 
perhaps 1200 individuals. I now realize that they fall 
into three groups. 

The first group are those who lack a living experi- 
ence of Jesus Christ. I received them into church 
membership, but as far as knowing who Jesus Christ 
was and what he had done for them, they were still in 
spiritual darkness. If that was true, how dared I wel- 
come them into full church membership? 

I am speaking now from hindsight, the backward 
look, as I try honestly to assess my action and their 
condition. So far as I can now determine I was blinded 
to the full reality of what I was doing. In the natural 
life these men, women and young people were nor- 
mally kindly, goodhearted folks in their daily fellow- 
ship. They were helpful to one another in time of 
physical distress or financial need. When they were 
asked if they believed in Jesus Christ, their reply was 
correct. They said, “Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ.” 
They were not dishonest people who deliberately 
affirmed what they did not believe. If anyone then 
had challenged the veracity of their affirmation about 
Jesus Christ, they would have been deeply hurt. They 
did believe in Jesus Christ. But I see now that it was . 
a mental belief, an intellectual statement about Jesus, 
rather than a living experience of passionate love for 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord. 


FACING THE FACT OF FAILURE 


If I try to excuse myself at this date by saying what I 
have said in the past, “They gave the right answers,” 
I know now that I would be hiding behind an evasion. 
When I face my Lord in heaven about my personal 
responsibility for the destiny of their souls, he will 
rightly and justly say to me, “In those dealings with 
souls for whom I died, I never knew you.” 

Why, then, do I say this, when my part in their 
living relation to Jesus Christ is beyond repair? First 
of all, I say it because I believe it is true. Furthermore, 


if in spiritual blindness and irresponsibility, I failed 
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those who were entrusted to my spiritual care, it may 
be that other ministers have had or are facing similar 
experiences. If this is one reason why the Church 
lacks power for its Master when the fate of a world 
hangs in the balance—to face the truth of failure with 
penitence and renewed taith may help open the chan- 
nels of God's grace to a new and greater flow of his 
power in this hour of world need. 

I see plainly now that | welcomed into church mem- 
bership people who trom the world’s standpoint were 
goodhearted, generous folk, but who had not yet been 
born into the spiritual plane of lite where Jesus Christ 
dwells continually. To receive them under those cir- 
cumstances was deception on my part, however blindly 
1 acted. 1 did them grievous spiritual harm. 


LIFE FROM OUTSIDE 


In my own boyhood, at the age of fifteen, | had a 
living experience of Jesus Christ as my Saviour and 
Lord that revolutionized my life and became the foun- 
dation for every good thing that came to me there- 
after. The Holy Spirit entered into my spirit, led me 
into a lite of daily prayer and opened to me a love of 
Scripture that every blinding experience since has never 
been able to destroy. Yet, in those days of youth, | 
didn’t understand what was happening to me. Nor 
did anyone ever make it fully clear to me. A clear 
understanding of the development of my spiritual life 
could have made me far more useful to my Lord. 

Now no one disputes the facts of physical birth. No 
one denies the self-evident fact that a germ of life from 
one human body must invade another body and two 
forms of life merge into one to produce physical con- 
ception. Unfortunately it has not been made as clear 
in the teaching of the church that entrance into the 
spiritual plane of life requires the same process—an 
invasion of the human spirit by divine life outside 
the human spirit—the living Spirit of Jesus Christ 
entering the human spirit in a union that brings re- 
generation, and birth from above, a second birth, even 
as physical conception makes possible generation, or 
our first birth as human beings. 

All nature confirms this process. Every seed has 
been born once by the self-evident fact of its physical 
presence. When planted in the earth and the lite 
outside the seed breaks through the decayed, dying, 
protective shell, to merge into union with the life 
inside the shell, the seed has had a second birth, a new 
birth, a “born again” experience. The seed has now 
entered that marvelous plane of harvest abundance 
where one seed becomes multiplied a thousandfold. 

Truly for the seed, this is life from “above,” a plane 
of existence the seed could never have known if it had 
not been buried in the earth in the death experience 
for the outer shell or “self” life of the seed. 
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The first step for spiritual power in the Church is 
a membership made up of people who have actually 
been born into the spiritual plane where Jesus Christ, 
the Risen Lord, abides. How can a person know any- 
thing about the physical world until he is born into 
it? How can anyone know anything about the spiritual 
world until they are born into it? 


THE DAWN OF DAYLIGHT 


The second group among the church members I re- 
ceived were those with a lack of the life-giving ex- 
pression of Jesus Christ. They were born into the 
spiritual plane of fellowship with Jesus Christ. But 
birth into either the physical or spiritual realm, was 
only at the infant stage. It was only the dawn of 
spiritual daylight. Spiritually, this salvation experi- 
ence is only the cradle or Bethlehem stage. 

Physical infancy is a lovely thing if it is only a 
passing stage on the road to physical maturity. How- 
ever, passing years that leave a human being as physi- 
cally helpless as a babe is very sad. It is an even 
sadder experience to see promising spiritual infants 
who never mature into the developed capacity for a 
life-giving expression of Jesus Christ. It is a double 
tragedy for a pastor to look back through the years of 
his own spiritual blindness and realize his failure to 
nourish these individuals with an eternal destiny until 
they have grown beyond the need of constantly being 
rocked in the cradle of spiritual infancy by maturer 
spiritual hands. It is my personal failure, which I wish 
again frankly to confess, that I have shared in a Church 
that lacks power in an atomic age. My failure to help 
guide those children of God into the New Testament 
experience of spiritual maturity can be another area 
where my Lord can say to me, “In this area of soul 
need, I never knew you.” 

The second step for spiritual power in the Church 
today is strong, wise nourishment for those who have 
been genuinely regenerated through penitence and 
faith, and who now through that second birth live in 
the spiritual plane where Jesus Christ always dwells. 


THE EXPANSIVE LIFE 


The third group in the members | received into the 
Church were those leading a life of expansion for 
Jesus Christ. They were the ones who by God’s grace 
were soundly born into the Kingdom of God and grew 
beyond spiritual infancy to a measurable life of Chris- 
tian maturity. They became spiritual disciples of 
Jesus Christ. They reached the point of Christian 
usefulness to their Lord. The Lord saved them. But 
he made me responsible for a ministry of the Word 
that eventually made disciples of them. His command 
was, “Go, make disciples. . . .” 

An editor once wrote me that he was more inter- 
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ested in people having the experience of “salvation in 
Christ” than he was in seeing people have “success 
in Christ.”. My own share in keeping people in the 
cradle stage through failure in nourishing them to 
spiritual maturity, makes it necessary for me to bear 
a part of the responsibility for the lack of power in 
the Church today. Altogether too many “saved” people 
in our churches never make it to the disciple stage of 
useful spiritual maturity. As one who can see his 
failure in pastoral responsibility, | know I cannot dodge 
my Lord’s solemn judgment. 

There were many activities in my churches that no 
one would label harmful, save for the fact that although 
they were generally accepted parts of church machin- 
ery, they had nothing whatever to do with my Lord’s 
command, “Go, make disciples.” Even in those mo- 
ments of my higher vision as a Christian, it was far 
too easy for me as Henry Ward Beecher used to say, 
“To pray cream and live skim milk.” 


RESURRECTION POWER 


The “unborn” lives in my churches exercised no spir- 
itual power. The “undernourished” ones who were 
only in the cradle stage, were only then at the begin- 
ning point where they could be led by careful guidance 
into the stage of usefulness to their Lord—discipleship. 


Only the undaunted lives of spiritual maturity in the 
Church exercised New Testament resurrection power. 

These were the ones who clearly understood who 
Jesus Christ is and what he has done for them on the 
Cross. They were the disciples who, on the basis of 
the redemption of Jesus Christ, clearly recognized and 
joyously acknowledged his absolute sovereignty over 
their lives, and who witnessed to his absolute Deity. 
They knew they no longer belonged to themselves. 
They had been bought with a price. They had given 
up all right to themselves. With St. Paul, they af- 
firmed, “I (the self man) die daily,” abiding in death 
to self at the Cross with Jesus Christ in order that 
they might abide in his risen life, the power of his 
Resurrection. 

I know now why the Church lacks power today. | 
know where I have failed my Lord. I know that he 
is the Lord of the harvest and that my obedience is 
to him alone who wills to bring in his Kingdom his 
way, not mine. I know that I love and serve a Saviour 
and Lord who has all power in heaven and earth, 
whose promises are unfailing, whose love is infinite 
and who still commands and empowers me by his 
Holy Spirit to, “Go, make disciples.” My trust and 
obedience determines the flow of RESURRECTION 
POWER in and through his Church. END 





Unbehef ‘Today 


J. H. WARD 


TT outstanding fact about twentieth-century un- 
belief is that it is organized and massive. 
Before the beginning of the century there were, of 
course, skeptics who voiced their unbelief as individuals 
in and through their philosophical or critical works, 
poems, essays, and novels. Up to 1870 religious works 
and sermons were among the “best-sellers,” but by 
1900 they had dropped nearly to the bottom of the 
lists. During that thirty years, novels with a religious 


or moral purpose had displaced them. 


}. H. Ward has held pastoral posts in the Church of England 
for 47 years. He holds the B.A. and M.A. degrees from 
Cambridge University, and served from 1914 to 1919 as 
Director of Religious and Educational Work for the Y.M.C.A. 
in England. Now in his 79th year, his present parish in 
Ongar, Essex, is 30 square miles in area. He is a frequent 
contributor to church periodicals on current spiritual concerns. 


By 1898 rationalistic writings had gained suflicient 
hold to make possible the founding of the “Rational- 
istic Press Association” in London, from which, year 
by year, cheap reprints of scientific, “positivist” and 
skeptical works poured forth, attacking the Bible and 
theology and the Church from the standpoint of scien- 
tific materialism, evolutionary agnosticism, and evolu- 
tionary ethics and sociology. 


UNLEASHING OF UNBELIEF 


Unbelief was not yet “organized” unbelief. It was, 
however, being so organized, particularly in Germany, 
in support of the ambition of a grandiose Germanic 
world state. Bernhardt’s Germany and the Next War, 
for example, had as its fundamental premise that “war 
is a biological necessity,” which the writer had arrived 
at on naturalistic, evolutionary grounds. “Nature was 
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deemed to be red in tooth and claw.” The “struggle 
for existence” and “the survival of the fittest” were 
natural phenomena, and “fittest” meant “most force- 
ful.” Thus, Bismarck’s “Blood and Iron” theory was 
justified on naturalistic grounds, and the doctrine 
“Might is Right” was widely preached and practiced. 

The war of 1914-18 undoubtedly stemmed directly 
from this root, and the world at large should have 
learned a lesson, but it failed to do so despite the 12 
million precious lives that holocaust extinguished. 
Even before the Armistice was signed Lenin, with, be 
it observed, the help of Germany, was busy organizing 
the foreboding Russian Revolution of 1917. The basis 
of that Revolution was “unbelief,” and it just as 
patently was of the same naturalism that lay behind 
the German bid for world power. It was, of course, 
Marxist through and through—a materialistic interpre- 
tation of history, with progress to be achieved by class 
war. Its objective was a Communist world state, pro- 
tessedly egalitarian, but in fact a robotian enslavement 
of the common man by the brutally strong and animal- 
istically cunning. Tsarist tyranny was replaced by the 
tyranny of even worse ruthless brute force. If Nature 
was “red in tooth and claw,” the new Russian despots 
showed that man could easily beat her record in mur- 
derous blood baths, cruelty and viciousness. 

This same basic creed took another turn in Italy in 
1922 (Mussolini) and in Germany in 1933 (Hitler), 
which in 1939 plunged the whole world into World 
War II. Again murder and destruction stalked abroad 
and ended in the horrors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
But while Fascism and Nazism hated Communism, 
they nevertheless invoked its aid against the democra- 
cies. Stalin, tongue in cheek, gave aid, which ended 
in a stricken Poland and an enslaved Eastern Europe. 
When these later turned on Stalin, the Russian Bear 
was, strangely enough, upheld by the democracies. 

The democracies thought they had won the war. 
Doubtless they had, but Russia annexed territory all 
around, seized power and is now the most extensive 
force—if not the mightiest—in the world. Based on 
what? Complete unbelief. No God, no spirit in man, 
no moral or spiritual values, no freedom, no com- 
passion, no semblance of shame, no sense of sin or 
evil. Russian Communism, thrusting its tentacles into 
every part of the globe—to Egypt and the Arab world, 
to China and the Asian world—is unbelief, massive, 
organized, Satanic. 


COMPLETE SECULARIZATION 


This is the unbelief of the twentieth century, different 
from the unbelief of any previous age. An American 
writer has said that “for perhaps the first time in history 
we are confronted with complete secularization of the 
opinions, emotions and practices of mankind.” He 
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was writing a judgment of the democracies in par- 
ticular. He would have used a stronger word than 
“secular” to describe the Russian communistic menace. 
He might have said the complete “animalization” of 
the opinions, emotions and the practices of people, for 
at bottom it is dehumanization. He might have said 
that this “unbelief” is the organized embodiment of 
hell itself: anti-God, anti-Christ and man, anti-moral 
values—Lucifer let loose. 

For Christians there can be no “peaceful co-exist 
ence” with such a creed. God and the Devil cannot 
possibly be at peace. Nor can there be any compromise. 
It is war—war to the death. But Russian Communism 
is “organized” as a powerful state—a state that means 
business and has no scruples as to how it achieves its 
end. 

Amiel’s prophecy of 1856 is coming true in 1956. 
“What terrible masters,” he wrote, “would the Rus- 
sians be if ever the might of their rule should spread 
over the southern countries! A polar despotism of 
tyranny such as the world has not yet known, silent 
as darkness, keen as ice, unfeeling as bronze, a slavery 
without compensation, or relief; this is what they 
would bring.” The truth of that warning is evident 
today as the Russian Bear’s paw reaches out far beyond 
the southern countries—to Egypt and the Arab world. 
That paw has already grabbed China and much of the 
Asian world, and its claws are even in the Americas 
and beyond the Southern Cross. 

We know, of course, that the almighty Russian com- 
munistic world state opposing itself to Almighty God 
cannot win. In the end it will destroy itself. “God 
is not mocked.” But meanwhile it can devastate and 
destroy and enslave. It can bring in George Orwell's 
“1984”; it can repeat on a much larger scale Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. Vast masses of mankind are fearfully 
aware of this—the Western democracies especially. 


TOWERS OF BABEL 


But what do we find among these powers? A clear 
understanding diagnosis of the situation? Indeed no. 
Rather, we find them building, out of their own proud 
self-sufficiency and for their own self-glory, material- 
istic, God-defiant Towers of Babel. They erected a 
“Tower” called the League of Nations after the First 
World War. It ended in “Babel.” After the Second 
World War they erected the United Nations. Is that 
becoming “Babel” as well? 

Why did the League of Nations fail? It failed be- 
cause it did not abjure “unbelief.” If the United 
Nations fails it will be from the same cause: lack of 
faith in God. How can men be united in spirit and 
truth if there is not worship of God in spirit and in 
truth—if men do not believe in God? 

Is it not the same with the other “isms’—Socialism, 
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Humanism? What hope have these against Commu- 
nism if men are building them upon the same major 
remise—whose name is Naturalism? Communism is, 
after all, devilishly logical—if there is no God and no 
spirit in man. Are not all our “isms” contradictions in 
terms if Nature is all—if materialism is the real—if 
secularism is our master? Is it possible to deduce “Lib- 
erty—Equality—Fraternity,” from a godless nature, or a 
godless world of men? Nay, it is impossible. 

But this means abjuring our own “unbelief.” It 
means shedding our anthropocentrism, our self-sufh- 
ciency and self-glory. It means recognizing our utter 
dependence. It means rehabilitating the Bible’s major 
premises: “In the beginning God created,” and “God 
made man in his own image,” “God breathed into man 
the breath of life, and man became a living soul.” It 
means reading the Garden of Eden story with spiritual 
insight and understanding; not with mockery as an 
ancient tale, but as revelation. Therein is unfolded 
the wrongheadedness and pride of man; he imagined 
he knew better than God. And that imagination, so 
man’s history shows, has ever been the forerunner of 
calamity; it is shouting this today louder than ever in 
man’s history. Man does not and cannot know better 
than God. It is only fantastic, conceited, self-centered 
unbelief that makes him follow that ignis fatuus which 
is today the match that (unless there is a very radical 


change in the spirit of society) will explode the H- 
bomb. 


CHANGING THE SOCIAL SPIRIT 


Radical change in the spirit of society! But how is this 
to be brought about? Is politics equal to the task? If 
so, which brand? Have not we in this century pretty 
well tried them all, and fruitlessly, from Fascism to 
Communism, and all the brands in between these 
extremes, which literally stand back to back and scream 
different slogans concocted in the factory of Natural- 
ism? Can economics do it? Even the economics of the 
welfare state? Can scientific materialism and its off- 
spring, materialistic Socialism, change the spirit of 
society when it does not even behave in the spirit of 
man? Can technical education perform this miracle 
of change? Look again at Russia, which probably has 
more technicians than even the United States; ate 
they changing the spirit of Russian society? Recent 
events in Hungary give an appalling answer. 

One is neither blind to the importance of these 
activities, nor does one wish to disparage their service 
to mankind in their proper sphere. But it is obvious 
nonsense to think that they can, by their collectivism 
and environmentalism and this-worldism, change the 
spirit of society. Jeremiah long ago asserted in the 


name of God, “The heart is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked: who can know it?” A greater 





than Jeremiah pronounced a similar judgment: “From 
within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, 
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blas- 
phemy, pride, foolishness: all these things come from 
within, and defile the man” (Mark 7: 21ff.). The 
world today is thus pinpointed. The Lord Jesus said to 
Nicodemus: “Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again” (John 3:5ff.). 


THE WISDOM OF CHRIST 


We err sadly if we value the wisdom of either 
science, or politics, or economics, or even education, 
more than the wisdom of Christ. For in the light of his 
wisdom they all turn out to be plain foolishness. And 
yet it is to just such foolishness that modern unbelief 
is leading us. Neither social nor ecclesiastic externalism 
can change the spirit of society, for neither of these 
can change the heart of man. It is only as the heart of 
individual man is changed by the Eternal Spirit himself 
that the spirit of the twentieth-century world can be 
changed. Only as each man “believeth” can he be 
“saved.” It is “believers” the world needs—obedient, 
dependent believers, personal believers—in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Word of God, the Light of the 
world, the Saviour, the Regenerator of men, the Way 
to God, the Truth of God, the Life of God. Neither 
dictatorship nor democracy can save the world from 
disaster. Only Christ can do that through ordinary 
men and women like you and me who humbly cry, 
“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 

All of which is, admittedly, old-fashioned. Yes, as 
old-fashioned as the New Testament and “the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1). The 
Gospel which Paul declared in pagan Rome was “the 
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth” 
(Rom. 1:16). Why not do as St. Augustine did, “open 
and read” for yourself, and let the Word himself speak 
to you? You want peace. Why not listen io the “Prince 
of Peace”? Can anyone be a surer guide than “the 
Son ol God”? END 


The Busy Man 


My life has been too much on little spires, 

my heart intent on second-rate desires; 

my soul has struck its spark too much to light 

the chaff and tinder-stuff of petty fires; 

while God’s great beacon, patient in the night, 

has waited for the torch to make it bright. 
Terence Y. Mututns 
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jer hundred years ago at Princeton, the ministry 
of Jonathan Edwards ended (March 22, 1758) in 
untimely death. He was and is considered to be one of 
the outstanding minds of American history. He stands 
out as a philosopher,. theologian, man of letters, and 
revivalist. His reputation has been maligned for many 
years because of false judgment against a certain ser- 
mon and a particular emphasis in preaching. The time 
has come to revalue Jonathan Edwards and his min- 
istry in the light of the eighteenth century, the Great 
Awakening, and our present age. During his lifetime 
(1703-1758) he lived and labored under the eye of 
the divine Taskmaster. The several lives of Edwards 
give the details of his life of dedication and devotion. 

New knowledge about Edwards indicates that he 
was primarily a pastoral preacher who did the work 
of an evangelist. Puritan in life and ideal, he followed 
well defined models of Puritan homiletics and _her- 
meneutics. Study filled most of the day, and a well- 
disciplined mind was lighted by the Holy Spirit for 


his ministry. 
ELECTION AND DECISION 


The manuscripts at Yale and Andover throw new light 
upon his inner convictions and the emphases he made 
in preaching. These suggest that in Edwards there is 
a paradox. How was it that he, a Calvinist convinced 
of the sovereignty of God, could at the same time act 
as a persuasive Arminianist in storming the will of man 
and urging man to press in to the Kingdom of God? 
This is most enlightening, especially as we are wit- 
nessing in our day a revival of preaching closely akin 
to this. Modern evangelism raises afresh the question 
concerning the stress in preaching which brings people 
to repentance and faith. 

Is there any difference between revival preaching and 
evangelistic preaching? Are we too ready to assume 
that what is evangelistic is also revivalist? Do not the 
Ralph G. Turnbull is pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Seattle, Washington. A native of Scotland, he holds the 
M.A. degree from University of Edinburgh, B.D. from United 
College, ‘Manteebe University, Th.M. from Princeton Theo- 


logical Seminary, and D.D. from Whitworth College. His 
Jonathan Edu ards the Preacher is to be published in March. 
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Jonathan Edwards: A Vorce for God 
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Scriptures make a distinction here? Men advertise 
that revival services will be held at a Church, but 
attendance on the preaching would indicate that here 
is no revival but simply evangelistic preaching. Evan- 
gelistic preaching has its place and is the reaching out 
of the church through the evangelist or the pastor to 


win the lost for Christ. But revival is the renewal of 
spiritual life, the revitalizing of lives grown careless 
and cold in spirit. Evangelism is primarily to those 
without the church, but revival is for those within 
the church. True, when church people and Christians 
are revived in spirit there is an outflow of love and 
compassion through evangelism to those without. 


SINNERS AND GOD'S ANGER 
All this can be seen in the life of Edwards. His pas- 


toral ministry was for a congregation primarily, but he 
also ministered to communities and people without. 
The Great Awakening found him in the midst of 
revival. He was used of God in reaching multitudes, 
yet he never ceased to be the pastor who reached his 
congregation. When revival came to his own church 
in Northampton, it did not come with “hell-fire” preach- 
ing as many imagine. The facts are these: 

One Sunday he preached on “Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God.” What happened? Nothing! That 
morning the good people listened with respect and 
agreement. After the service they stood outside the 
church and talked about the weather, births and deaths, 
crops and other domestic interests, including no doubt 
the finer points of that long sermon. But no one is on 
record as having been convicted and converted. Three 
months later, at Enfield, Edwards was asked to preach 
to the gathering of the district church people, and he 
took from the sermon barrel (or was it his saddlebag?) 
the manuscript of this sermon. A study of the manu- 
script at Yale shows how he worked over it and altered 
selected words and phrases. The revised manuscript 
then was used as the basis of the sermon which that 
day found the people “in great expectancy” (B. Trum- 
bull, History of Connecticut, II, p. 112). The Holy 
Spirit brought conviction of sin, and people were 
moved to cry out and seek repentance and salvation. 
Revival broke out that day and spread across a wide 
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area. It was the same sermon in essence which Edwards 
had used in his regular pastoral ministry, a token that 
the Spirit blows where he wills. 

The question is asked—when did Edwards witness 
revival among his own congregation? The evidence is 
that he was not preaching imprecatory sermons, but 
delivering a series of expository sermons based on | 
Corinthians 13. The stress on love moved his own 
people, and again we see how the Spirit blows where 
he wills. 

In the light of these experiences, let us not make the 
mistake today of demanding that God will send revival 
to his people or reach the lost through evangelism 
by any one method or by any one kind of preaching. 
In the book of The Acts we trace the regularity of 
the irregular. God is sovereign, as Edwards believed, 
and he acts in ways not stereotyped or fixed in ruts. 

Edwards was neither a hireling nor a middleman in 
his conception of the ministry. He was a voice for God. 
While God was pleased to reach men in diverse ways, 
Edwards said it pleased God most of all “to call his 
saints in all his proper person, but in practice, pre- 
ferring to employ his ambassadors and conforming his 
grace to the process of cause and effect.” It was the 
accepted belief of the Puritan that “whatsoever any 
faithful minister shall speak out of the Word, that is 
also the voice of Christ.” 


AIMING FOR A VERDICT 


Edwards knew that he was an instrument of God. 
He based his preaching on a view of life in which God 
was all-sovereign. He revitalized conventional religion 
with this truth. He believed in redemption for the 
individual and the sermon as the agency of conversion. 
Others stressed ritual and sacrament in a day of declen- 
sion and barrenness. He restored the sermon to its 
primacy in worship, and application in a sermon was 
usually more than mere exposition! He emphasized 
one idea, and then looked for salvation of the hearer. 

Man's sinfulness or depravity was stressed to show 
man’s inability to save himself. God’s sovereignty was 
central to show how man is shut up to God’s grace 
alone. It was Edwards’ testimony that he found “no 
discourses more remarkably blessed than those in which 
the doctrine of God’s absolute sovereignty with regard 
to the salvation of sinners was insisted on.” Stressing 
God's grace in “Narrative of Surprising Conversions” 
and the sermon on “A Divine and Supernatural Light” 
he witnessed that “those that are under conviction will 
enquire earnestly what they shall do to be saved, and 
diligently use the appointed means of grace.” 

In aim, Edwards appealed to the emotions by self- 
interest. He believed that unless a man was moved by 
some affection, he was by nature inactive. His defense 
of the Great Awakening supposed that the element of 





fear loomed largely in his imprecatory sermons, but 
the appeal to self-blessedness was always found in 
sermons dealing with heaven and the joys of salvation. 

Then again he aimed to awaken the conscience for 
a verdict. The evangelist in Edwards appealed for a 
response. “I have not only endeavored to awaken you, 
that you might be moved with fear, but I have used 
my utmost endeavor to win you.” 


THE PARADOX OF PREACHING 


We may summarize the paradox of Edwards’ preach- 
ing by stating his own aim: “the unconverted are 
guilty and deserve the punishment awaiting them; 
this punishment is given by an infinite God in his 
justice; and the only hope of escape is by the gift of 
salvation which cannot be won by man’s effort, but if 
anyone is violent he may press into the kingdom.” 

In our day of man’s failure and fear of world doom, 
we may learn from Edwards. There is place for “hell- 
fire’ sermons and the preaching of judgment in the 
right spirit but not in a cold manner. Conversion is a 
reality for the sinner and “whosoever may come.” John 
Wesley in the same day as Edwards had no stress on 
philosophy or a doctrine of the will comparable to 
Edwards’, but he also preached evangelistically, and 
multitudes were found in the valley of decision. 

God honored and used both Edwards and Wesley. 
Calvinist and Arminian, philosopher and scholar, re- 
vivalist and evangelist, each had his place in God’s 
plan. Edwards’ paradox, from which we learn, lay in 
the predetermined sovereign will of God which knows 
man’s end, but allows his servant to preach as a means 
of urging people to press into the Kingdom of God. 

Both evangelist and revivalist must unite to affirm 
that there is no final opposition between divine sov- 
ereignty and human free will. God is sovereign and 
man is free. God the Father works out his redemptive 


purpose and his Kingdom is sure. END 


LL || Preacher in the Red 


A FRIEND IN NEED 


I was COMPLETING my first funeral service in my first con- 
gregation on the plains of Kansas. The words of committal 
for a dear, aged mother had been spoken and a prayer fol- 
lowing concluded the grave-side service. Unexpectedly, one 
of the sons of the family approached me and asked me to 
thank those who had been of help to the family during 
their bereavement. This is what the nervous and frustrated 
young preacher announced, “In name of the mourning family 
I want to thank all the neighbors and friends who have 
made this funeral possible.”—The Rev. Frank DeJonc, Home 
Missionary, Christian Reformed Church, Bellflower, Calif. 
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N°” long ago I heard the titular head of a large 
missionary organization say that medical aid was 
the “bait” by which his group hoped to catch men 
and give them the Gospel. Some of his hearers pro- 
tested, but one of them, a doctor, immediately came 
to the speaker’s defense: “Of course it is right to use 
bait. Jesus used plenty of it, both in his words and 
in his miracles.” But did he? 

There is no doubt that the Christian Church has 
often used bait. Everyone knows the sorrowful story 
of the rice Christians of China, the free meals and 
lodging offered in a score of missions on skidrow, the 
lurid advertisements which have featured the dramatic 
conversions of former gangsters, wiretappers, com- 
munists, and convicts. The other day I saw the words 
“air-conditioned” sending forth a particularly fervent 
appeal in red letters from the bulletin board of a church 
in the deep South. We are all familiar with the appeal 
of spectacular buildings, magnificent music, special 
programs, and daring sermon subjects. 


SPIRITUAL RESOURCES 
Leonard M. Outerbridge in his Lost Churches of 


China says: “Seldom has the church dared to trust its 
cause solely to its innate character and its own spiritual 
resources and message.” And Walter Lippmann has 
reminded us in his Preface to Morals that if men had 
the “certainty which once made God and his plan as 
real as the lamppost,” and were sure “that they were 
going to meet God when they go to church . . . there 
would be no complaint whatever about church attend- 
ance. The most worldly would be in the front pews, 
and preachers would not have to resort to desperate 
expedients to attract an audience.” 

Whatever may have been the policy of his followers 
in using bait, did Jesus use it? Can one honestly point 
to anything he ever did or said which shows that he 
looked upon the practice with favor, or used it himself? 
The Rev. David W. Baker is an ordained minister in the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A., and holds the Th.B. degree 
from Princeton Theological Seminary. He also holds the M.D. 
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Psychology at the Temple University School of Theology. 
10° 


Did Jesus Use Bait? 


DAVID W. BAKER 





Immediately there come to mind his words: “As ye 
go, preach, saying, the Kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 
out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. Pro- 
vide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 
nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither 
shoes, nor yet staves, for the workman is worthy of his 
meat” (Matt. 10:7-10). The simplest interpretation 
of these instructions is that Jesus’ followers were 
not to use bait. Healing the sick, cleansing the lepers, 
raising the dead, and casting out devils were to be the 
fruitage of their work. These were to be the conse- 
quences which followed the preaching of the Gospel. 
In no case were they to be dangled before the sick and 
needy as bait for the purpose of gathering an audience 
to hear the Word! 

As far as | can discover, there is no instance recorded 
in Holy Writ where any of the earliest Christians did 
otherwise. Not once do we read of any of the Apostles 
first rallying a crowd around a “wonder” like a magi- 
cian or a medicine-man at a carnival, and then preach- 
ing the Gospel. 

In not using bait, the earliest Christians were not 
only following the instructions of our Lord, but his 
own example. What were miracles to men were not 
miracles to him. They were merely his work. “My 
Father worketh hitherto, and 1 work” (John 5:17). 


BAIT DISGUISES THE GOSPEL 


The feeding of the five thousand was not bait. It came 
as a total surprise to Jesus’ audience, even to his closest 
followers. When some of them would have had it as 
bait, he rebuked their misrepresentation of it: “Ye 
seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because 
ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled” (John 6:26). 
The “bait” had already degenerated into its grosser, 
lustful components, as mere bait always does, for it is 
chiefly of the flesh. “Labor not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for the meat which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you” 
(John 6:27). 

Bait is for those who would catch men as game, and 
must needs disguise the hooks bent for their capture. 
The Gospel is not for man’s enslavement, but for his 
liberation. When purely preached it will spread every- 
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where of its own essence, which is the power of God. 
If the acceptance of the Gospel depends upon the bait 
that is used, our cause is lost, and men will be taken 
by another Gospel. For in the art of manufacturing 
baits, baits having great allure, even with miracles and 
wonders, we are no match for the enemy. 





If we find that we have to use bait in order for the 
Gospel which we preach to be heard and effective, 
maybe Walter Lippmann is right. Maybe our preaching 
still has the form of the old Gospel, but has lost its 


power. If so, help lies not in the use of bait, but in a 


recovery of the power of God. 


END 





A Fateful Annwersary 


G. W. BROMILEY 


Fu hundred years ago this year there took place in 
England one of those events which may genuinely 
be described as crucial for the whole development of 
the Western world, not only in the sphere of religion 
but also in that of ethical, political and social move- 
ment. In itself, the event was quite ordinary and 
simple, and not altogether unexpected. It consisted in 
the death of an aging, lonely, disappointed and embit- 
tered lady. But this lady happened to be the Queen of 
England, the wife of Philip of Spain, and the leader of 
the Counter-Reformation in her kingdom. Her name 
was Mary Tudor. 

She had been through unfortunate experiences prior 
to her accession. Her mother was the ill-fated Katherine 
of Aragon, who had first been married to the elder 
son of Henry VII, and then became the first of the 
many brides of Henry VIII. Mary was her only child 
to survive infancy, and the failure to produce a male 
heir was one of the reasons for the unsavory affair 
which touched off the Reformation in England. Mary 
herself grew up under the shadow of her mother’s ill- 
treatment and a prey to the fickle moods of her father. 
For a time, when the king’s marriage with Katherine 
was pronounced null and void, she was even declared 
illegitimate and excluded from succession to the throne. 
In these circumstances, it is not surprising that she 
later identified the Reformation with a great wrong, 
and regarded those who espoused it as mistaken at the 
very best, if not irreligious and hypocritical. 

Mary was not unkindly treated during the reign of 
Edward VI, and was given her rightful position as next 
in succession should Edward die without any children 
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of his own. Her religious convictions were respected, 
although Reformers like Ridley made futile efforts to 
bring her to an appreciation of evangelical truth. But 
the experiences through which she had passed, and 
the influence of her advisers, made her quite impervious 
to their appeals and unswerving in her conviction that 
England must be brought back to the papal fold. The 
precarious health of Edward made the position of the 
Reformers a very uneasy one during the years of their 
apparent success, and the selfish and unscrupulous 
policy of the real ruler in Edward’s minority, the Duke 
of Northumberland, did little to commend the cause 
of reform to the mass of the people. 

When Edward died in 1553, the new reign com- 
menced with high hopes. Even Protestants had not 
supported the attempt of Northumberland to secure 
the throne for Jane Grey, whom he had conveniently 
married to his own son. And encouraged by Mary’s 
vague promises of respect for religious convictions, 
most of them rallied to the legitimate heir, and were 
only too glad to throw off the yoke of the exacting 
Northumberland. Mary had in fact a great chance. 
She could hardly be expected to approve or actively 
foster the cause of Reformation. But at least she could 
grant a period of conciliation or concession when mat- 
ters could be thoroughly and honestly sifted and some 
form of settlement quietly reached. 


NO CONCESSION TO PROTESTANTS 


However, in practice, this was hardly to be expected, 
and the leading Reformers were well aware that they 
must seek safety in exile or face the possibility of 
imprisonment and even death. Mary’s character and 
policy were already fixed for her. The bringing back 
of Reginald Pole as Archbishop, the election of a new 
Parliament carefully picked from sympathizers and 
finally the Spanish marriage committed her to a way 
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of reaction which very quickly became a way of intol- 
erant suppression. One by one the various measures 
of reform were repealed, Mary's only failure being in 
the matter of monastic properties which even the most 
“Catholic” of beneficiaries refused to restore. The 
instigators of the Reformation, from bishops on the 
one hand to humble artisans and even expectant moth- 
ers on the other, were committed to prison, and in 
many cases to flames. Nor was the policy of religious 
reaction and intolerance matched by progress in the 
economic or foreign fields. At home, conditions were 
perhaps even more wretched than they had been under 
Edward, while abroad England as junior partner with 
Spain had seldom stood so low in the estimation of 
other nations. 

Perhaps the main question in the minds of Protes- 
tants and others during the brief reign of Mary was 
whether she would have an heir and thus ensure a 
“Catholic” succession in place of Elizabeth. On many 
occasions there were rumors that an heir was expected, 
and once the bells were even rung tor his or her sup- 
posed birth. The likely source of these rumors was 
that Mary was suffering from an internal growth from 
which she finally died, but we can imagine the state 
ot suspense tor the country when so many issues were 
poised in the balance, and no one could tell how the 
decision would fall. 


GOD CAN WORK THE IMPROBABLE 


No study is ultimately more futile than that of the 
possibilities of history. For after all, one of the great 
interests of history under the guiding providence of 
God is that even the most probable things do not 
happen. Yet it is tempting to consider what might not 
have happened if Mary had really had a healthy suc- 
cessor. Even politically the consequences could have 
been momentous. England might have been enslaved 
for many years to Spanish policy, and never have 
become the seafaring, mercantile and colonizing power 
which it did under Elizabeth. In these circumstances, 
there might well have been no development of the 
dominions or even the United States in their modern 
form; no emergence of the democratic institutions 
which these nations have in common; no vigorous 
development of commerce and industry; no flourishing 
of independent education; no literature and culture 
so obviously informed by Protestant convictions and 
principles. Religiously, of course, the results» might 
have been even more awful to contemplate. Protestant- 
ism might well have been finally excluded from Eng- 
land, and in this case the Scottish Reformation would 
probably have been impossible, the Netherlands might 
well have succumbed to Catholicism, there would have 
been no Pilgrim Fathers to spread evangelical truth 
to the new world, and all the enterprises in which 
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Britain and America especially have been so gloriously 
identified, whether in the form of religious awaken- 
ing, missionary expansion or social reform, might never 
have eventuated. Indeed, it is not impossible that 
Spain might have maintained its influence far longer 
than was the case, and ultimately have been the real 
colonizer of North as well as South America and other 
parts of the globe. So much of the future depended 
upon the life or death of Mary Tudor. 

The lessons of history are more instructive than 
its probabilities. And from the situation at the close 
of the reign of Mary, four simple lessons are to be 
learned which may stand us in good stead in similar 
circumstances. The first is obviously the value of a 
steadfast witness even when the cause seems hopeless. 
Che martyrs who died at the stake did not die in vain. 
Indeed, they perhaps commended the Gospel in a way 
in which it had never been commended to the common 
people by previous reforms. At the very least, it aroused 
a hatred for the bigotry (however sincere) which 
could carry through such remorseless persecution, and 
a respect for simple folk and learned churchmen who 
cared enough about scriptural truth to be prepared 
to die for it. 


THE LESSON OF RESTORATION 


But not all the Reformers were called to die. Some 
of them sought refuge in exile, not merely for their 
own safety, but to be ready for a possible restoration. 
Some Roman Catholic writers have been prepared to 
see in the exile almost a deliberate and well-considered 
plan for the possible future. Whether this was con- 
sciously the case or not, the fact remains that from 
the exile there came back to England on Mary’s death 
an able body of mostly younger leaders able to take up 
where their fathers had been broken off. We must not 
despise those who flee when they are persecuted. Some 
are called to suffer; some to preach elsewhere and at 
the right moment to return. Even in the most des- 
perate case, prudent measures can rightly be taken 
for the turn which God may see fit to bring. Prepara- 
tion for the future may also be an act of faith and 
obedience. 

One of the less fortunate aspects of the exile was 
that it saw the beginning, or rather the intensification, 
of discord and division among the English Protestants, 
with all that this was to mean in the form of later 
Puritan and Independent controversies. At this point 
there is a third lesson of warning. Times of weakness 
and apparent defeat are often times when there is a 
particular temptation to disagreement. But the call of 
God in such times is surely to close the ranks, to face 
the common enemy, to concentrate on the essentials 
and to work together a step at a time for the basic 
cause. How much happier might not the ultimate set 
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tlement have been, and how much stronger the evan- 
gelical cause in England, if the exiles and their suc- 
cessors had overcome at once the kind of division 
which became such a scandal at Frankfort! 


while man proposes, it is not man, whether he be 
emperor, pope or politician, but God himself who dis- 
poses. This has been particularly at the climaxes of 
history, and most of all when out of apparent disaster 


Finally, there is the simple but supreme lesson of 


the divine overruling of history. This need not be 
labored. It is so obviously true at so many points that 


God brings a glorious victory like the triumph of 
Protestantism in England. This is the ultimate chal- 
lenge to faith in the death of Mary Tudor. END 





Revival ‘Through the Buble 


ERNEST V. LIDDLE 


ag is a return to God, and a return to God is 
a return to his Word. Throughout the whole span 
of the history of revivals this can be seen repeated in 
the remarkable turning of men to the Holy Scriptures. 
That which they had lauded as authority they discarded 
in favor of the Bible. Revival in every epoch has retold 
the story of the use of Holy Writ in restoring vitality 
to the Church. 

Probably the greatest attestation to this in the Protes- 
tant era is found in the initial movement that made the 


the vernacular of the people. Men and women of all 
classes gladly became students of the Word of God with 
them. As the Bible was deeply, sincerely and prayer- 
fully pondered, it quietly and unerringly did its divine 
work in cottage and mansion. In every country multi- 
tudes were awakened out of their sleep of spiritual 
death, convicted and converted to God. Converts were 
characterized as a saintly group, possessed by a super- 
natural power, for through them eternity was sensed, 
heaven’s atmosphere felt, and the unmistakable awe of 


; western world Protestant. It was because the leaders of | God’s majesty realized. They lived listening to the 
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men, I sit down alone: Only God is here. In his pres- 
ence I open, I read his book; for this end, to find the 
way to heaven. Is there a doubt concerning the mean- 
ing of the thing I read? Does anything appear dark or 
intricate? I lift up my heart to the Father of Lights: 
‘Lord, is it not thy word, If any man lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God? Thou givest liberally, and upbraidest 
not. Thou hast said, if any be willing to do thy will, he 
shall know. I am willing to do, let me know thy will.’ 

I then search after and consider parallel passages of 
Scripture, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. I 
meditate thereon with all the attention and earnestness 
of which my mind is capable. If any doubt still remains, 
I consult those who are experienced in the things of 
God; and then the writings whereby, being dead, ‘they 
yet speak. And what | rll learn, that I teach” Cibid., 

Vol. V, pp. 3-4). 


PROCLAIMING THE WORD 


Nothing less was the heart-concern of every man 
whom the Lord chose as his instrument for bringing 
about revival. In each instance it was the proclaiming 
of Holy Writ that brought about a God-consciousness 
and a sense of eternal verities in the midst of society. 
Jonathan Edwards, the mouthpiece of the Great Awak- 
ening, scrupulously applied himself to the same task of 
being a student of the Bible and then proclaiming what 
he had imbibed. One of his resolutions (which he read 
over once a week) states, “Resolved, to study the Scrip- 
tures so steadily, constantly, and frequently, as that I 
may find, and plainly perceive myself to grow in the 
know ledge of the same” (Works of Jonathan Edwards, 
Vol. I, p. 4). An extract from his diary confirms this 
desire; he says on Tuesday, August 13, 1723, some 
years before the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in abun- 
dance, “I find it would be very much to my advantage 
to be thoroughly acquainted w ith the Scriptures. When 
I am reading doctrinal books, or books of controversy, 
I can proceed with abundantly more confidence; can see 
upon what foundation | stand” (ibid., p. 11). He re- 
lied upon Holy Writ because he believed it recorded 
God's thinking and spoke his message to men’s hearts. 
“In the Bible,” \ 
ings which are given by inspiration of the prophets, but 
we have God’s own words, which he spake as it were 
by his own mouth. In the Old Testament is his voice 
out of the midst of the fire and the darkness, from 
mount Sinai: and in the New Testament, we have God 
speaking to us, as dwelling among us. He came down 


he wrote, “we not only hav e those warn- 


from heaven, and instructed us in a familiar manner for 
a long while; and we have his instructions recorded in 
our Bibles” Cibid., Vol. VI, p. 333). 

This was the fountain that brought new life to early 
American Christianity. Here is the spring of that power 


that revivified the dying church and cleansed it of the 
14° 





corruption that polluted its entire ministry. A new day 
dawned in the history of the United States when the 
infant nation again grasped and accepted the truth of 
God’s Word. Under the biblical preaching of Edwards 
the country mended its ways, received stamina and 
grew to become a leader in international affairs. When 
the church was revived the nation lived a vital life. 


ALSO ON MISSION FIELD 


What wrought revival blessing in long established 
Christian countries also produced the same results in 
heathen lands. Young mission churches in pagan sur- 
roundings experienced the impact of God’s Spirit upon 
their work when they emphasized scriptural teaching 
and Bible reading. A spiritual refreshing of unusual 
proportions came their way when they placed the Word 
of God centrally in their lives as the primary avenue 
through which God was permitted to speak to them 
his message. After many years of fruitless labor, revival 
came to Ongole, India, because of this very fact. John 
E. Clough, principal instrument in that movement, 
later reported, “The missionaries and native preachers 
are doing, we have reason to believe, a good work. 
Thousands of village schools are taught by Christian 
men and women; hundreds of colporteurs, with Bible 
in hand, travel from village to village, and offer the 
word of God, and evangelical and other tracts, for a 
nominal price to all who will buy; while hundreds of 
other zealous men, as catechists or lay-preachers, go 
everywhere preaching Jesus” (From Darkness to Light, 
p- 280). 

Again the secret of success in bringing strength to 
a weak church, spirituality to carnal Christians, and 
the voice of God to deaf ears was in stressing the Bible 
as the Lord’s message. When constant systematic study 
of the Word was restored, Christians were so blessed 
that heaven met earth through them, heathendom was 
aflected and thousands found salvation in the true and 


living God. 
MODERN EXPERIENCE 


The modern era bears testimony to the same truth. In 
the twentieth century there have been many notable 
revivals, and Holy Scripture has been shown to be the 
foundation of them all. One of the most extraordinary 
took place in Wales. Here Evan Roberts was the chan- 
nel God used. He made the Bible his first concern. A 
contemporary biographer of his wrote in 1906, at the 
height of the movement, “His great book, both during 
the years before he became a church member and after, 
was the Bible. It has continued to this day to be his 
delight. This is proved by his extensive knowledge of 
the Old and New Testament by heart” (Phillips, D.M., 
Evan Roberts, p. 53). Whether at work or in leisure he 
was absorbed in the Word of God. “It will be interest- 
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ing to see him at work in the smithy. Scarcely a minute 
passes by that he is not singing or repeating Bible verses 
and other good things” Cibid., p. 46). Upon leaving his 
place of employment he does not waste his time in 
gaiety, but in his home he “sits before the fire with the 
Bible in his hands, and reads on for hours. Losing him- 
self completely in it, he is deaf to the chatter and clatter 
of the house” (ibid., p. 47). Small wonder when he be- 
came God’s man in Wales he was able to bring to that 
land God’s message, the sense of heaven’s presence and 
the touch of the Eternal. Later through his biblical 
preaching as a revivalist he bore in upon his hearers 
with telling conviction the Word of God, the “quick 
and powerful, and sharper than two-edged sword” (He- 
brews 4:12). As “a discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart” the Lord used his message through 
his servant to speak to the people. In turn the Welsh 
population found God to be merciful, loving and ready 


to forgive. 
INDIVIDUAL CONFRONTATION 


In every revival, individuals through personal studious 
and methodical contact with the Bible have seen them- 
selves as they really are before God. Hence, each one 
after seeing Jehovah laments with Job, “I abhor myself, 
and repent ia dust and ashes.” With intense meditation 
upon the Word, every revivalist has a similar experi- 
ence with Isaiah. He “saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the tem- 
ple. Above it stood the seraphims; each one had six 
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain 
he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one 
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord of Hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And 
the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke” (Isa. 6:1- 
4). Upon such a sight he exclaims, “Woe is me! for I 
am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for 
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts” (Isa. 
6:5). 

Such a revelation motivates the viewer to revival ac- 
tivity by first rectifying his own life and then appealing 
to his fellows to do likewise. This was the commission 
of Jesus Christ to Simon Peter; the apostle had just seen 
the power of God demonstrated by the Saviour, and in 
astonishment he “fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, De- 
part from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord” (Luke 
5:8). However, the Lord immediately responded with 
spiritual quickening when he “said unto Simon, Fear 
not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men” (Luke 
5:10). Peter was thereby declared a revivalist. Divine 
energy was his when he humbled himself before the 
sinless One. It is the sight of the sovereign Lord in all 
of his matchless purity and glory as revealed in the 


Scriptures that stirs men and brings them to themselves 
in contrition. Only when sin is acknowledged and for- 
saken does revival begin. When this is accomplished in 
backsliding Christian lives, revival has begun. The im- 
pact will be felt among believers who under the dy- 
namic of the Holy Spirit turn to God. 


SPIRIT-DIRECTED DRIVE 


As this is an individual matter, revival must of necessity 
be an independent movement fostered by God. This 
peak experience of spiritual blessing comes to the Chris- 
tian when he meets the Lord and in that meeting he 
is aware only of him. Stripped of all pretence and su- 
perficiality, a Christian is in the ultimate analysis alone 
before his God. Out on the vast expanse of eternity that 
has no horizon, lacking support of environment and cir- 
cumstances, he is in a condition of forsakeness apart 
from the consciousness that the King of Eternity is 
near. An unbeliever may describe such an encounter 
with the Lord as something phenomenal, but for one 
regenerated by the Spirit of God and acquainted with 
the Lord, it is geunine. Christians assert they know the 
Lord of Glory from experience. He may not be seen 
or grasped by human hands, but nevertheless he is as 
real as hands and feet and closer than breathing. 
Being sensitive of such presence of God crushes one 
into the dust to nothingness. Knowing he is being 
quietly observed and read, and being certain he is 
under the scrutiny of God’s eye, the Christian has no 
other alternative but to admit his utter sinfulness and 
to allow the cleansing blood of Christ to make him 
clean and every whit whole. At that moment the Holy 
Spirit, who has directed this work, reoccupies the heart 
as sovereign and controls its every area. This is personal 
revival which issues in a community-wide experience. 
Is not this the essence of what the prophets and the 
apostles knew and realized in their own generation? 


BROADER IMPLICATION 


Revival always has the broader implication, although 
it still possesses the traits of the personalistic contact of 
being subordinate only to the Lord. Whatever influence 
revival has, it is at the behest of God. This is noted 
in its corporate action in the Church. In this society 
of called-out ones, regenerated by the Spirit of Jehovah, 
the benediction of revival is shared by everyone. Each 
member does not realize this blessing to the same de- 
gree, but all have received some evidence of God’s 
grace. Each one has not the same capacity to receive 
spiritual power, but all know something of the outpour- 
ing of the Spirit of the Lord when he manifests him- 
self to the Church. Under the sway of the Spirit’s 
brooding, the assembly unitedly rises to a new level of 
devotion to its Master and its members consecrate 
themselves severally and as one with greater purpose 
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to propagate his truth as revealed in his Word. 
Revival in its practical application brings the Chris- 
tian and the Church to concert-pitch spiritually. Due 
to this it must be free and autonomous, for its actions 
are dictated by a consuming passion to obey God rather 
than men. No obstacle can hinder and no blockade can 
stop men under the direction of revival fervor. Reitera- 
tion of this is noted throughout history and can be seen 











in every revival. Always this has been the aspiration of 
the Church, even though it has been held captive at 
times by worldliness. It has constantly endeavored to 
seek God and his will through his Word, for to be in 
the center of his will is to be in the place of revival. 
This is ascertained only in God’s Word. Thus to repeat, 
revival is a return to God, and a return to God is a 
return to his Word. END 





he recent North American Conference on Faith 

and Order at Oberlin brought together in “historic 
harmony” representatives of most major Protestant 
bodies. Theologians of many denominations found 
themselves in remarkable agreement as to essentials, 
especially the Person and Work of Christ. 


CAUSE FOR CONCERN 


Some observers, however, have pondered the results of 
the conference with apprehension. To these there is 
cause for concern in the spectacle of Oberlin’s “unity.” 
They are not alarmed by the possibility that men of 
sy oe views may find it possible to achieve unanim- 

They are, however, alarmed by the far-reaching 
aohoiien of the fact that men of w idely separated 
faiths could find it so easy to achieve unanimity. 

It may be—one observer mused—that Oberlin dem- 
onstrated as a fact what we have long suspected: not 
that our denominations have come closer together but 
that some of our theologians have discovered that they 
can agree and at one and the same time profess loyalty 
to traditions that clearly disagree. 

We seem to be entering a new era, one in which 
the old issues that once divided us no longer tend to 
keep us apart, not because they have been resolved, 
but because they have paled into relative insignificance 
in the face of new issues more important. The old walls 
of separation apparently are crumbling . . . from lack 
of attention. Not that we no longer care about the 
difference between congregationalism and episcopacy, 
but rather that we are confronted by the urgency of 
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issues about which we care more. 

At Oberlin it was demonstrated, not that lines of de- 
marcation have disappeared in Christendom, but that 
new lines of demarcation are being drawn crossing 
denominational boundaries, dividing men of like faiths 
and uniting men of unlike faiths. Oberlin did not bring 
Presbyterians and Episcopalians together against Meth- 
odists. Oberlin brought some Presbyterians and some 
Episcopalians together, while other Presbyterians and 
Episcopalians stayed home and took a dim view of the 
whole proceedings. And some Methodists shouted 
amen to the brethren at Oberlin while others shouted 
amen to the brethren who stayed home. The signifi- 
cance of this realignment is the most important thing 
in Christendom today. 

Most significant of all about the new realignment 
is the fact that everybody is now saying the same 
thing: “We must turn to the living Christ for an 
adequate theology for our day.” 

We no longer live in a time when differences in 
afirmations of faith divided men who called themselves 
Christians. We are entering an era in which all men 
may conceivably make the same affirmation of faith, 
but with meanings that are poles apart. Today men 
are finding it possible to swear allegiance to the “living 
Christ” from the standpoint of a faith far removed 
from that of other men who with equal fervor also 
swear allegiance to the “living Christ.” And this fact 
is causing upheavals in the Christian world. 

Evidence of the above exists in abundance. 


NEW ALIGNMENTS 


Witness some of the alliances that have recently been 
consummated, or defeated. The United Church of 
South India brought together widely separated con- 
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cepts of theology and polity. The Fellowship of Funda- 
mentalist Churches has also brought together widely 
separated concepts of theology and polity: churches 
that immerse have exchanged ministers with churches 
that sprinkle. But no one in his right mind would 
predict unanimity should the Bishop of the Church of 
South India sit down in conference with the President 
of the Fellowship of Fundamentalist Churches. 

Not long ago in tlie United States, Presbyterians 
of the North and Presbyterians of the South tailed to 
unite despite their common heritage and an active pro- 
motional campaign. but only the careless student con- 
cluded that the major issues were sectionalism and 
racism. For the Presbyterians of the North have many 
congregations in the South and the Presbyterians ot 
the South are beginning actively to consider enlarging 
their boundaries and reaching out into the North and 
the West. No. The issues deteating the union were 
theological—and among brethren who hold to the same 
Westminster standards. 

Once upon a time the doctrine of Predestination sep- 
arated Presbyterians trom their Methodist brethren. 
Today you can hear Presbyterian protessors of theology 
denying that man’s will is captive or his depravity total, 
while Methodist protessors here and there aflirm fer- 
vently their belief that God has more to do with the 
steps man takes unto salvation than man. 


LANGUAGE NO LONGER MEANINGFUL 


Neither Christ nor Calvary can any longer be held to 
be the ground or basis of Christian unity. Today you 
must know what Christ and which Calvary. Neo- 
orthodoxy has taken the last significant step back into 
full theological agreement with the historic Gospel by 
affirming that the liberal Jesus must be replaced with 
the living Christ. But Neo-orthodoxy says, in the next 
breath, that it does not mean the Christ of 17th Cen 
tury orthodoxy. The issue, then, is not whether Christ 
will be the only answer, but whether you mean this 
or that when you affirm that Christ is the only answer. 

The issue is not whether the Bible will be held to 
be the Word of God, for all are earnestly affirming the 
modern validity of that historic terminology. The issue 
is rather what is meant when you say that the Bible 
is the Word of God. 

The problem of unity is not what to do with be- 
lievers who remain at odds with other believers over 
the historical Jesus, but what to do when Unbelief 
proclaims the Lordship of the living Christ. 

No greater time of danger has come upon the Chris- 
tian Church than the present. For today Faith cannot 
be distinguished from Doubt by the language it uses 
or the confession it makes. Unbelief once kept itself 
aloof from the household of faith. Today it wants to 
come into the house, take a place at the table and 





crawl into bed with the children . . . without becoming 
a member of the family. 

[his is the situation which has driven Christians of 
every faith to a re-alignment of their loyalties. A new 
evangelical ecumenism is rising to meet the vapid ecu- 
menism of radical theology. 


DISTINCTIONS MUST BE PRESERVED 


Unfortunately the new alignments are taking place 
against a background of increasing suspicion and mis- 
trust. Very likely this may not be avoided. When op 
posing armies become hard to tell apart by the uniform 
they wear, increasing alertness is indicated. There 
comes a time when some “shibboleth” may be the only 
way to distinguish a man of Ephraim from a friend. 
Thus, instead of fading into disuse, such tests as the 
so-called five points of fundamentalism may loom in 
increasing importance. But even here the possibility 
of confusion remains. Not long ago a prominent clergy- 
man wrote that he believed the doctrine of the Virgin 
Birth. But not—he carefully said—in a physical sense. 
Recently I heard, in a sermon delivered by a famous 
minister, a word which illustrated the urgency of the 
crisis facing the Church today. This man is considered 
one of the more evangelical preachers of my own de 
nomination. He was preaching on Christian family life 
and he was rooting the origin of the Christian concern 
for the family in the Old Testament experiences of the 
people of God. He painted a vivid picture of Moses’ 
awful responsibility in the wilderness and he spoke of 
the laws which were given at Sinai. In the course of 
his sermon he said, with a sweep of his hand: 
“There was Moses, sitting on the mountain, with 
that vast encampment of people spread out below him, 
patiently chipping into the rock the commandments 
which he felt that God was speaking to his heart. . . .” 
I felt numb. The preacher passed over to the New 
Testament and concluded with warm words about the 
living Christ. But what can “living Christ” mean to a 
man who stumbles at the thought that God actually 
met Moses on the mountain? END 





WE QUOTE: 


PAUL WOLFE 
Minister, Brick Presbyterian Church, New York Cit) 


The Churches of the Reformation do not officially deny the 
right of private judgment, but in practice they are approaching 
the Roman position and affirming that the Church has author- 
ity over social and political problems. 

Where once they stood for liberty of conscience, these Free 
Churches today are stressing “group thinking” and the “col- 
lective mind”. Pronouncements and resolutions on social and 
political problems, purporting to represent the “group mind” 
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of the Church, are used to compel the individual Christian to 
conform. Sometimes we are told that these pronouncements 
carry “authority” to compel the individual Christian to con- 
form. 

The pronouncements are on all manner of subjects. Is it 
foreign affairs? The government of the United States is told 
how to conduct its diplomacy. Christians are told what they 
should think about the United Nations. Is it domestic politics? 
The individual Church member is told whether he can ap- 
prove Federal appropriations for education or Federal appro- 
priations for housing; he is told what should be his attitude 
toward public schools and private schools. A short time ago 
one of our Church bodies had before it a resolution to tell 
the President of the United States when he should speak and 
what he should say in his speech. There is hardly a meeting 
of a Church body in which some representative of an “action 
committee” does not bring in a resolution and ask that “the 
prophetic voice of the Church be heard on (whatever he con- 
siders) the social and political crisis of this hour.” The Free 
Christian Churches in the name of group action are asserting 
authority over almost everything except religion. 

There are a number of things to be said about this. The 
first is that it is a tragic thing that our Free Churches learn 
so little from the past. One of the sad days for Protestant 
Christianity was the day when the Churches made Prohibition 
the major Christian issue of the hour. In their prophetic 
capacity they wrote Prohibition into the legislation and the 
Constitution of the country. And the result? After fifteen 
years of experiment, Prohibition was withdrawn, one hundred 
years of progress in temperance was lost, alcohol was given a 
secure place in American social life. 

The second thing to be said is that these pronouncements 
are not the voice of the Church. If they were the voice of 
the Church, they would have to be debated in every Session, 
in every Board of Deacons, in every congregation, debated 
back and forth until they actually expressed the judgment of 
the responsible courts of the Church. This, however, is not 
what happens. The pronouncements represent the political 
maneuvering of a hard core of committee-entrenched indi- 
viduals who use a majority vote of a council to promote their 
social prejudices. These persons work at this task year in and 
year out. Some of them are part of the paid secretariat of 
the Church. Delegates and Commissioners to Church bodies 
rotate, but these permanent office holders are there year after 
year writing their “prophetic” resolutions. 

Another thing to be said is that such action is not prophetic 
action. Prophecy does not count noses or operate through 
majority votes. The prophets of the Old Testament were 
lonely men. Amos, the Prophet of social justice, asked that 
he be not called a prophet. He did not want his name asso- 
ciated with the schools of mass prophecy. The same was true 
of Jeremiah. The men who were defeating righteousness 
were the organized prophets who set their truth in place of 
God’s Truth. The true Prophet said—I stand here alone and 
I speak alone because God commanded me to speak. 

But the final critic of these pronouncements is Church law. 
The words of our Confession in regard to Synods and Councils 

“All synods or councils since the Apostles’ times . . . 
may err and many have erred; therefore they are not to be 
made the rule of faith or practice.” “Synods and councils 
are to handle or conclude nothing but that which is ecclesiasti- 
cal: and are not to intermeddle with civil affairs which concern 
the commonwealth.” 

One can understand the Pope of Rome claiming authority 
over social and political problems; he does not believe in the 
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right of private judgment. What is tragic is to have the 
churches that do believe in religious liberty attempting to 
play Pope to their own people. 

We should remember that the law of our Free Churches 
still protects the right of private judgment. Our councils and 
assemblies, being made up of all kinds of men with varying 
capacities for judgment, probably will continue to be the 
victims of political pressures. You should know, however, 
that these pronouncements carry no authority and you are not 
obligated to obey them. . . . 

I remind you that the right of private judgment is a solemn 
responsibility exercised under God. 

Frequently our Roman brethren speak as though the Refor- 
mation stood for religious laissez faire, meaning religious 
anarchy. They assume that the right of private judgment 
means that one may think what he wishes and worship as he 
pleases. 

To assert this is to indicate complete ignorance of the 
teaching of the Reformers. In his statement on the freedom 
of the Christian man, Luther pointed out that the individual 
Christian is at one and the same time the most free and the 
most bound of all men; he is free from the authority of men, 
but he is bound by the revelation of the Bible and the truth 
of God’s Word. He is bound by the voice of God speaking 
to his own conscience. 

Our Confession of Faith teaches a similar doctrine: “God 
alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from 
the doctrines and commandments of men which are in any 
thing contrary to His Word.” The Christian is free. He does 
not stand in intellectual or moral bondage to any man, to any 
council, Presbytery, hierarchy or priesthood. Nevertheless the 
Scriptures are to be studied and the will of God is to be 
obeyed. The Christian stands responsible before the most 
august court of all, the court of the Living God. “He is 
constantly referred beyond the Church to the Lord of the 
Church and summoned, as a free man, to make his solemn 
answer to the rightful Lord of his life.” When Martin Luther 
set the Western world free from the commandments of men 
he bound it to the Law of God. 

There is a scene in Luther's life which no liberty loving 
Christian should ever forget. A lone man, isolated and seem- 
ingly forsaken, stood before the Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire and representatives of the Roman Church. On a 
table before them were the man’s writings. Had he written 
them? He had. The writings had been condemned by the 
Roman Church: Did he still believe what he had written? 
He did. He knew the penalty for heresy? He did. Would he 
retract and recant? The man paused before he answered and 
then spoke in measured word. “I cannot submit my faith either 
to the Pope or to the councils because they have frequently 
erred and contradicted each other. Unless I am convinced 
by the testimony of Scripture or by clear reasoning, since my 
conscience is thus bound by the Word of God, I cannot and 
will not retract; for it is unsafe and injurious to act against 


one’s conscience. Here I stand; I can do no other. May God 
help me. Amen!” 
“Amen” and “Amen” and yet again, “Amen”. And let all 


of the Church courts, councils, presbyteries and assemblies 
of our Free Churches re-echo that Amen. In such sturdy 
independence is the foundation of political and religious 
liberty. To attempt to substitute for such independence the 
servile group mind and the standardized social thinking of 
our time is, in the words of the late General Smuts of South 
Africa, “the greatest human menace” to religious, and all other 
liberties.—In a sermon on “Reaffirming the Reformation.” 
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A LAYMAN and lus Faith 


DIVINE CONTROL OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 


Many Bonusss accrue to the Christian. 
Some—a constant source of comfort, hope, 
guidance and help in Christian living— 
of others, we seem often unaware. 

But God has made one promise to his 
children so staggering in its implications 
that few of us have begun to live in the 
light of its fullness. In Romans 8:28 
we read: “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called accord- 
ing to his purpose.” 


« This is not a generalized statement as 
some think. Someone may say that it 
means “everything will work out well, 
regardless of circumstances.” But it means 
nothing of the kind. It is a promise 
given specifically to those who love God, 
who are his children—a promise which is 
specifically and exclusively given to 
Christians. 

Another striking fact is that it is an 
unqualified affirmation. Paul says that we 
know this. One of the characteristics of 
a life separated from God is uncertainty, 
groping and frustration. The world is 
restless and many are afraid because they 
have never found a certainty on which 
to base their hopes. But here we have a 
Hat statement of fact, something which 
can be accepted in faith and demon- 
strated in practice. 

Furthermore there can be no question 
raised of taking a verse of Scripture out 
of context. This particular promise rests 
squarely in the center of some of the 
most glorious truths revealed in the 
Bible. Paul has just affirmed that it is 
the Holy Spirit who helps us to pray, 
that he prays for us according to the will 
of God. And immediately following this 
glorious promise of all things working 
out for the good of those who love him 
we are confronted with God’s complete 
foreknowledge, without which such a 
promise would be meaningless. The 
chapter ends with a statement of the 
impossibility of our being separated from 
the love of Christ whether by earthly 
circumstances, or unearthly ones — not 
even death itself. 


€ Because of that which God is promis- 
ing his own, and because of the limitless 
possibilities which he is here setting be- 
fore believers, we will find it of infinite 
profit to examine the promise and plumb 
its implications. 


Remembering that this has to do 
solely with those who are God’s children 
we begin with the amazing statement 
that “all things” work together for good. 

Not only does God know that which 
will take place in our lives, but in his 
infinite wisdom and love, he so orders 
events and their effects on us that re- 
gardless of how adverse they may seem 
to us, or to others, they are all actually 
for our good. 

Job, no stranger to the rough vicissi- 
tudes of life, said: “Man is born unto 
trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” 
Trouble and sorrow are an inevitable 
part of life. To the unbeliever such ex- 
periences only accentuate the hopeless- 
ness of a life outside of Christ. To the 
Christian God uses these same hardships 
for his own glory and the strengthening 
of our faith. The Apostle Paul states the 
Christian perspective when he says: “We 
glory in tribulations: knowing that tribu- 
lation worketh patience; and patience, 
experience; and experience, hope: and 
hope maketh not ashamed; because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost . . . given unto us.” 

It is the clarifying promise that trials 
do work out for our good which enables 
us to see them in the light of God’s 
grace. 

Human experience runs the entire 
gamut of trouble, sorrow, sickness, ma- 
terial needs, physical dangers and the 
problems of human relationships which 
can be so trying. And yet, we are assured 
that any and all of these experiences are 
combining to work out for our good. 

How can this be possible? There is 
but one explanation. Once we have com- 
mitted our hearts and lives to God 
through faith in his Son we are no 
longer our own; we have been bought 
with an infinite price and we are the 
objects of God’s loving care. This side 
of eternity no man can fully understand 
all that is involved but we can all grasp 
his fact: our lives are in the hands of 
the One who sees the past, the present 
and the future. We are in the care of 
the One for whom there are no limita- 
tions of time, space or circumstances. 


€ There is nothing more calculated to 
demonstrate God’s omniscience and om- 
nipresence than the realization that at any 
given instant God knows and sees all men 
everywhere and is fully aware of their 








circumstances and conditions. Men and 
events change within seconds but this 
does not change his knowledge. Further- 
more, God has known about all men in 
all ages and this knowledge reaches for- 
ward into that which we call eternity 
of which God has been and will always 
be the sovereign ruler. 

Only the sovereign God could make 
such a promise and only the sovereign 
God could fulfil such a promise. The 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
says: “Neither is there any creature that 
is not manifest in his sight: but all 
things are naked and opened unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 

God's ability to make good on his 
promise is not open to question. His 
willingness to make such a promise is a 
token of his infinite love and mercy to 
redeemed sinners. 

What of the practical implications of 
such a promise? Can we grasp the fact 
that every possible contingency of life for 
the Christian is ordered and supervised 
for our specific good? We may accept 
it in theory but when we appropriate 
it as a glorious fact it becomes an unend- 
ing source of joy and comfort. 

This is not fatalism, but the very op- 
posite, for while fatalism is a doctrine 
of occurrences necessitated by the nature 
of things, or a fixed and inevitable de- 
cree, our destiny is in the hands of a lov- 
ing Father. This means that circum- 
stances which to the non-Christian could 
be completely disastrous are, for the 
Christian, a source of blessing. 

When the Children of Israel went out 
from Egypt they were soon followed by 
the armies of Pharoah bent on retrieving 
their slaves. But God intervened and that 
night he interposed a cloud between 
Israel and their pursuers. The Bible says: 
“And it was a cloud and darkness to 
them (the Egyptians), but it gave light 
by night to these CIsrael).” The same 
cloud which was a hindrance to the one 
was a blessing to the other. So it is with 
Christians today. We are in the hands 
of one who knows the end from the 
beginning and one who in love and 
mercy is ordering the affairs and circum- 
stances of our lives so that all shall work 
together for our ultimate good. 

Boys choosing sides for a game may 
toss a coin and say: “Heads I win, tails 
you lose.” But Christians can say with 
the fullest assurance: “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” 

And it is God who has promised 
his children that all things are actually 
working out for their good. This should 
completely change our attitude to life. 

L. Netson Beri 
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From the American pulpit today one might easily con- 
clude that the wrath of God is a fiction. No longer 
are churches of the land aflame with a lively sense of 
God’s anger against sin and sinners. Some churchmen 
still feel called upon to apologize for any stress on 
divine wrath, and many theologians are inclined to 
moderate or even to reinterpret it. 


The Bible speaks often of God's intense wrath. If 
the Book of Revelation is from the pen of John the 
Evangelist, as evangelical scholarship has contended, 
then even the “apostle of love” warned of “the fierce- 
ness and wrath of Almighty God” (Rev. 19:15). And 
Jesus, who had more to say about hell than about 
heaven, himself declared: “Fear him that hath power 
to cast into hell” (Luke 12:5). In this respect the 
Son of God confirms the uniform doctrine of inspired 
Scripture that God both disapproves sin and threatens 
sinners with eternal doom. 

This doctrine that God’s moral excellence demands 
punishment supplies the principle on which the Bible 
doctrines of satisfaction and justification rest. That 
Christ was set forth as a propitiation in order that God 
might be righteous in justifying the ungodly (Rom. 
3:25 £.) is not only Pauline theology, but the unitary 
standpoint of the New Testament, which is that re- 
demption from the guilt and power of sin comes 
through the sacrificial virtue of Christ’s death. The 
Scriptures connect the salvation of men with the death 
of Christ, and to his death ascribe expiatory and pro- 
pitiatory significance (Matt. 26:28, Mark 10:45, John 
1:29). If pardon were possible without satisfaction, 
then Christ died in vain (Gal. 2:21). Mere “forgive- 
ness” would not only leave the death of Christ unsatis- 
factorily explained but, contrary to a current tendency 
to regard faith as the ground of forgiveness (rather 
than the instrument of it), the sinner’s pardon and 
justification in the absence of propitiation would con- 
travene moral rectitude. 


Modern theology has had trouble with the doctrine 
of the wrath of God ever since Hegelian pantheism 
spawned the notion of man’s divinity into the Chris- 
tian movement. Liberal caricatures of an angry God, 
a “bully,” as some writers have blasphemed, or a blood- 
thirsty tyrant demanding appeasement by blood, were 
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JONATHAN EDWARDS’ STILL ANGRY GOD 


in no sense proofs of the supposed fictitiousness of 
God’s wrath, but rationalizations of modernism’s unbe- 
lief. For liberal theology had originated a speculative 
and specious view of God that subordinated his divine 
justice to his love or benevolence. 

Liberalism spurned the doctrine of the wrath of God 
as nothing but anthropopathy, or the ascription of 
human emotions and the variableness of them to God 
(like anthropomorphism, which is the ascription of 
bodily forms such as the “eyes” and “ears” of God); 
and the result was that divine wrath was dismissed as 
wholly figurative. Liberal theologians were hardly 
aware that they were ascribing a fictitious and senti- 
mental view of love to God. Biblical writers had in- 
tended by their inspired statements of both God’s love 
and wrath to express, after the manner of human anal- 
ogy, real relations of God to the world, that is, not 
changes in God's eternal nature, but changed attitudes 
toward men conditioned upon their personal relation- 
ship to him. And their use of analogy did not imply 
theological fiction; the doctrine that man bears the 
image of God, and that God in some respects can be 
conceived analogously to man, lies at the foundation 
of theism, especially in its confidence that true reason, 
morality and spirituality are ultimately of one order. 


That the justice of God demands the punishment of 
the wicked, and that only Jesus Christ’s mediation pro- 
pitiates the wrath of God toward sinners and secures 
their forgiveness, was a great theme of Jonathan Ed- 
wards, whose 200th anniversary is being observed this 
year. His clear exposition of the fact of divine wrath 
and the indispensable sacrifice of the Cross supplies 
an indirect warning that the ministry today, even when 
speaking of the forgiveness of sins, may obscure the 
justice of God and deprive anxious souls of the merits 
and comforts of the Cross. 

In his famous sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God,” Edwards spoke unhesitatingly of “the 
wrath of the infinite God” and of “the vengeance of 
God on the wicked.” He spoke of unrepentant sinners 
as exposed to destruction: “Thus are all you that have 
never passed under a great change of heart, by the 
mighty power of the Spirit of God upon your souls.” 
Edwards’ preaching might not prove “popular” today, 
nor was it in his day; indeed, the biblical doctrines of 
human corruption and supernatural redemption have 
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never been welcomed by the natural man. But that is 
all the more reason for proclaiming them faithfully 
and zealously. 

Modern men need to hear again the echo of Ed- 
wards’ message, for in it they will detect the warnings 
and pleadings of the holy prophets and apostles: “Noth- 
ing . . . keeps wicked men at any one moment out of 
hell, but the (sovereign) pleasure of God. . . . They 
deserve to be cast into hell; so that divine justice . 
calls aloud for an infinite punishment of their sins. . . . 
They are already under a sentence of condemnation to 
hell. .. . The devil stands ready to . . . seize them... . 
Natural men are held in the hand of God over the pit 
of hell; they have deserved the fury pit, and are already 
sentenced to it; and God is dreadfully provoked, his 
anger towards them is as great as towards those that 
are actually suffering the executions of the fierceness of 
his wrath in hell... .O sinner! . . . it is a great fur- 
nace of wrath, a wide and bottomless pit, full of the 
fire of wrath, that you are held over in the hand of 
God, whose wrath is provoked and incensed as much 
against you, as against many of the damned in hell: 
you hang by a slender thread, with the flames of divine 
wrath flashing about it . . . and you have no interest 
in any Mediator. . . .” 

These are strong words, but they reflect the biblical 
teaching of man’s precarious position outside of Christ, 
and the fervent utterance of this warning will stir some 
to repentance as no other appeal does. 

Jonathan Edwards also stressed that justification is 
not the bare remission of sins and acquittal from wrath, 
but freedom from guilt and desert of punishment 
rooted in the substitutionary and propitiatory work of 
“a mediator that has purchased justification.” He 
stresses: “If Christ had not come into the world and 
died to purchase justification, no qualification in us 
could render it a meet or fit thing that we should be 
justified: but . . . Christ has actually purchased justifi- 
cation by his own blood for infinitely unworthy crea- 
tures... . It is not . . . on account of any excellency 
or value that there is in faith . . . that he that believes 
should have this benefit of Christ assigned to him, 
but purely from the relation faith has to the person in 
whom this benefit is to be had, or as it unites to that 
mediator, in and by whom we are “justified” (from 
Edwards’ sermon on “Justification by Faith Alone”). 


The Protestant pulpit today is tending to evade the 
subjects of human guilt and penalty, while concen- 
trating on the depravity of man. Hence, in expounding 
the cure for man’s illness, it emphasizes the forgive- 
ness of sins, the new birth and sanctification. But be- 
cause it ignores guilt and penalty, it ignores also the 
corollary doctrines of justification and imputation. Yet 


God does not regard the act of faith and man’s sub- 
mission to obedience as sufficient basis of forgiveness, 
for that leaves man’s guilty past uncovered. Whoever 
ignores man’s guilt and exposure to punishment must 
reckon further with Jonathan Edwards’ still angry God. 

Much of the preaching on the Cross today modifies 
and even twists the biblical plan of salvation. For it 
implicitly denies that Christ vicariously bore the pen- 
alty for the broken law of God as the sinner’s substi- 
tute, that the Mediator’s righteousness is imputed to 
the believer as the ground of his justification, and that 
saving grace involves the justified sinner’s resting in 
the person and work of Christ alone. 


Neo-orthodox theology has been somewhat more 
deferential to the reality of the wrath of God than 
classic liberalism, but the difference is largely a relative 
one. Emphasizing the wrath of God as it does, in view 
of man’s sinfulness and God’s righteousness, neo- 
orthodoxy nonetheless subordinates God’s anger to his 
love in refusing to make any ultimate distinction be- 
tween God's wrath and his benevolence. That is why 
Karl Barth’s doctrine of last things veers toward uni- 
versalism, and Emil Brunner’s toward conditional im- 
mortality. And that is why neither can admit the 
doctrine of propitiatory atonement (which Barth dis- 
misses as pagan); for were God’s wrath but a corollary 
of his love, there would be no necessity for propitiation 
antecedent to his forgiveness of sinners. 

Modern philosophers may give sophisticated respect- 
ability to these mollifications of divine wrath. God 
is always subject, never object, some would say, and 
hence the Father cannot be an object of the Son’s work 
upon the Cross. The essence of Christ’s atonement, 
others would affirm, is his victory over evil powers, into 
which he incorporates those who put their trust in him. 
Hence incorporation, not substitution, is considered 
the key to the meaning of atonement. 

But the witness of Scripture still stands. Righteous- 
ness and love are perfections, equally ultimate in the 
Godhead. The wrath of God, mediation, atonement, 
sacrifice, propitiation, are part of the biblical doctrine 
of redemption. Sinners with hearts uncleansed by the 
purifying blood of Christ will discover polluted blood 
unwashed from their guilty hands. Jonathan Edwards’ 
God is still angry. 


INFLATION AND THE 
BREAKDOWN OF TRUST 


Inflation has become almost a modern way of life. Only 
a few years ago Greek money dropped in purchasing 
power until the American dollar exchanged for 30,000 
drachma. For less than thirty-five dollars any American 
tourist could be a millionaire. The American dollar is 
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a victim of creeping inflation also, and its value in 
terms of purchasing power continues to decline. 

Every one of the larger countries in Europe, Africa 
and America has suffered seriously from inflation. In 
the last ten years, the purchasing power in these coun- 
tries has declined all the way from 19 per cent in the 
case of Switzerland to 95 per cent in Chile. 

The problem of inflation is not an economic prob- 
lem alone, it is also a political and moral problem. The 
ills of inflation are reaching epidemic proportions in 
modern society. West Germany, where sobering mem- 
ories remain of the dreadful consequences of the infla- 
tion of the mark after World War I, is making a 
heroic effort to avoid the temptations of a further un- 
sound monetary policy. This self-imposed monetary 
discipline is earning West Germany world respect. 

The economic problem is apparent enough. Once 
national currency loses its fixed purchasing power, the 
ensuing breakdown of public trust contributes swiftly 
to an undermining of confidence in national policy and 
integrity. It may take more than a sound monetary 
policy to assure a nation’s survival, but that survival is 
not long possible in the absence of such a policy. His- 
torians will find little difficulty in tracing a connection 
between inflation and the fall of ancient Greece, of 
Crete, and of Rome. The day came inevitably in these 
countries when the effects of inflation were obvious; 
then the masses lost confidence in the currency, con- 
sidered savings futile, and stopped work. Even in our 
day people cease to save dollars with which to purchase 
insurance and bonds as soon as inflation eats away 
their equity at a rate approaching their returns of in- 
terest or payments. The link between a sound mone- 
tary policy and public confidence, industry and thrift 
is undeniable. 

In the days of Greece and Rome, inflation was ac- 
complished by “clipping the coins.” This was done by 
taking the coins then in circulation, reminting them 
so that they contained less gold or silver, and alleging 
that they had the same nominal value as theretofore. 

Many centuries later, with the advent of the print- 
ing press, kings and dictators, desirous of obtaining a 
larger income than they could conveniently acquire 
by taxation, resorted to the simple process of printing 
more paper money, alleging that this money had the 
same nominal value as did the lesser amount of money 
which previously existed. 

A number of years ago our government compelled 
the American people to give up their gold in exchange 
for a piece of paper having an alleged value equal to 
the gold. Today credit is used largely in place of 
money, and the government, through bank control of 
credit, can and does increase the supply of credit at will. 

Thus we see that all down through the corridors of 
time inflation has been due to the increase in the 
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quantity of money; first by clipping coins, then by the 
use of the printing press, and finally by governments 
using banks for increasing money and credit. 

It is commonly thought that anything that raises 
prices is inflation, but this is simply not true. High 
prices are no more the cause of inflation than wet streets 
are the cause of rain. High prices may be the result of 
inflation, just as wet streets may be the result of rain. 
There are, however, many factors which affect price, 
but there is only one economic cause for inflation— 
that cause is the increase in the quantity of money and 
credit. 

What of the spiral of wage-cost-price-inflation which 
now seems to loom as a permanent feature of American 
life? Many people believe that inflation results when 
industry is compelled to raise its prices in order to meet 
its increased labor costs. But such is not the case. If 
wages and prices are increased excessively and are not 
accompanied by an increase in the money supply, then 
the supply of money will be insufficient to make pos- 
sible the payment of these higher costs, and unemploy- 
ment will ensue. Obviously at this point the process 
must be reversed if unemployment is to be stopped. 
This is accomplished by reducing wages, then costs, 
and finally prices. It now becomes clear that govern- 
ment must be held strictly accountable for inflation, 
because government, and government only, is respon- 
sible for the money supply. 

What really concerns us is not the wage-cost-price- 
spiral, but the wage-cost-price-money increase-spiral. 
This spiral has been repeated many times, and will 
continue to be repeated unless and until the govern- 
ment takes a firm action designed to stop the increase 
in the money supply. Unless this is done, the dollar 
will become worthless and anarchy will stalk the land. 
Thus far the productive efficiency of American indus- 
try has, by expanding the volume of goods produced 
per worker, kept prices far below what they would 
have been had they been influenced solely by inflation. 

When gold is the basis of our money, inflation be- 
comes impossible, except only in so far as the quantity 
of gold increases. When the United States govern- 
ment in 1934 decreed that gold was no longer to be 
the basis of our money, then inflation became subject 
to the whims and foibles of our politicians. 

Inflation is primarily a moral problem, in that the 
increase in the quantity of money and expanding of 
credit makes it possible for the government to meet its 
expenditures with money of a constantly decreasing 
nominal value. Coveting is also involved, because the 
politicians covet the wealth in the country and use 
inflation as a means of acquiring it for the development 
of an ever-increasing bureaucracy. Inflation is also 
bearing false witness. Those who are responsible for it 
claim that paper is money when it is not money. It is 
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simply not true to say that a piece of paper backed by 
nothing is worth as much as a piece of paper backed by 
gold. Plainly stated, inflation involves an element of 
lying, coveting and stealing. Under it government 
reaches into the safe deposit box of every individual 
and reduces the value of that which is within the box. 

The existence of unsound money is one of the socially 
demoralizing factors in any civilization. It deprives the 
aged who have long practiced the virtues of industry 
and thrift, of their proper reward. It discourages the 
young from exercising their ingenuity, resourcefulness 
and industry, because they see no way by which they 
can be rewarded for their efforts. Once it is clear that 
the intrinsic value of money is compromised, men will 
turn from savings and insurance and other provision 
for the future, in order to spend the earnings before 
purchasing power further declines. The people lose 
hope in their future. Moral deterioration follows the 
debasement of the dollar. The government's weaken- 
ing of faith in honest currency exacts the costly toll 
of encouraging a wider range of dishonesty in economic 
affairs. The moral law Houted at one level weakens 
regard for the moral law at other levels. Trusted money 
is a critical concern for any nation that marks its cur- 
rency, “In God we trust.” For the distrust of such cur- 
rency will surely lead to a distrust of God, the end of 
representative government, and enslavement of people. 


TECHNICALITY A VICIOUS DEVICE 
FOR OUTWITTING THE LAW 


Many people are becoming increasingly disturbed by 
the frequency with which known criminals are going 
free on technicalities of one kind or the other. Ad- 
mitted Communists, convicted of plots to overthrow 
our government, go free. A confessed rapist walks out 
of a Washington jail on a technicality. Legally secured 
evidence against gangsters and racketeers is being 
thrown out of court on very questionable grounds. 

This situation is causing law enforcement officers 
to express dismay. Some police officials have openly 
spoken of the frustration of men working under them 
who have spent long and dangerous hours prior to the 
arrest of a master criminal, only to have him escape 
sentence by some legal hocus-pocus. 

The immediate question is whether these techni- 
calities guard basic rights, the denial of which would 
be detrimental to all of us? The answer is that laws 
originally devised to protect the innocent are now being 
invoked to protect those actually proven to be guilty. 

The Supreme Court of the United States is a symbol 
of fairness and protection guaranteed to all Americans 
and for it we should always be thankful. To it any 
citizen may go and appeal for justice. As such it is an 
agency which is unknown where totalitarian justice 
holds sway. It would seem obvious that membership 


in this tribunal should always be reserved for those 
versed by long experience in judicial matters. 

When therefore the Supreme Court renders de- 
cisions based on social concepts rather than law, or on 
technicalities which inevitably play into the hands of 
known criminals, national dismay is fully justified. 
Set up to pass on the validity and constitutionality of 
laws, it should do just that; it should not be a debating 
ground where the personal opinions of its members 
compete with the law. 

A point in question is the recent decision of the 

Court, outlawing the use of wire-tapping evidence 
secured in accord with state law. In a recent editorial 
the Washington Star characterized this as “monu- 
mental nonsense,” and went on to say: 
The effect of this, we think, adds up to monumental non- 
sense. The original intent of Congress, we believe, -was to 
protect decent people from the evils of wire tapping. We do 
not think that Congress ever dreamed that it was converting 
the telephone into an inviolable criminal tool. But the effect 
of Section 605 of the Federal Communications Act, as inter- 
preted by the courts over a long period of time, has been to 
make it easier for murderers, dope peddlers, racketeers and 
what not to laugh at the old dictum that crime does not pay. 
It pays when they use the telephone, and the criminals have 
a foot-dragging Congress to thank for it. We hope an indig- 
nant public will put the heat on the legislators next year and 
that Congress will adopt a sensible and adequately safe- 
guarded revision of Section 605. 

Some 30 years ago Justice Holmes remarked that 
wire tapping is a “dirty business” and his opinion seems 
to have carried over without adequate justification. 
Blackmail is also a dirty business. So is crime in general. 
Of course indiscriminate wire tapping should be for- 
bidden and severely punished. But where safeguards 
placed there by the law are used it is as wise and 
necessary as the issuing of a warrant to search a man’s 
home. In fact it is denying to our scientific age one 
of the useful methods of crime detection. 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to convict crimi- 
nals in America. We are confronted with flagrant 
flouting of the law, the freedom of known underworld 
characters, repeated failures to convict, use of the 
Fifth Amendment for purposes for which it was never 
intended, “suspended sentences” and indefinite appeals 
that thwart justice, and hung juries—all multiplied by 
the hundreds, these add up to a staggering failure of 
American courts to apprehend and punish professional 
criminals. 

An aroused public opinion is a necessary beginning. 
Some laws may need revamping. Certainly there is 
needed a new sense of the dignity and purpose of law 
itself. Fairness and justice to all demands that proven 
criminals be treated as such; that penalties be rigidly 
and honestly enforced and that technicalities shall be 
for the protection of freedoms, but not of hoodlums. 

If this requires action then let us have it. END 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 








PASTORAL PROBLEMS 


Do you have a pastoral problem? Most 
church members do. Our forthcoming 
book, The Problem Pastor, has the latest 
patterns for cutting men of the cloth 
down to size. 

“Group Therapy for the Pastor Who 
Thinks” is a practical chapter outlining 
a tested cure for the solitary cerebrate. 
He becomes addicted to social thinking 
and soon the bar of reason loses all its 
attraction for him. Small groups meeting 
each morning in the pastor’s study con- 
tinue the therapeutic process, since there 
is some danger of recurrence if he is left 
alone. 

Is your pastor cordial and effusive? 
Continued use of our thesaurus of after- 
sermon comments will shrivel this ex- 
pansiveness. Examples: “Have you had 
that sermon published, Doctor? It seemed 
so familiar . . .” “Thank you so much 
for that profound address. I never 
dreamed that text was such a puzzle!” 
After two months of this it will be 
enough to say, “I shall always remember 
the experience of hearing that sermon!” 

Perhaps your pastor's problem is idle- 
ness. This often develops in those long 
days between Sundays when he has 
nothing to do. One contribution you can 
make is to help him with his reading. 
Choose a book at random from your late 
uncle’s trunk in the attic and ask your 
pastor to read it carefully and give you 
his opinion of it. When he returns it, 
have two more ready. Vary the selection, 
using Watchtower publications, long 
modern novels (Is it valid, pastor?) and 
the Congressional Record. 

If he pretends to be too busy, spend 
an afternoon at the parsonage in an in- 
Further 
spot checks may be made by phone or 
through friends. You may discover that 
his idleness is a mask; many problem 


formal check on his activities. 


pastors are frantic do-gooders, neglecting 
their families shamefully for parish and 
community activities. 

Snap the tension of your strained 
pastoral relations by sending your prob- 
lem or your pastor to the undersigned, 


EUTYCHUS 
PARTICULARS ON COLOMBIA 


In your November 11 issue, Clyde W. 
Taylor has me seeing things I never saw. 


24° 


Please—I saw no “burnt walls” of the 
missionaries’ house at La Cumbre in 
Colombia. 

What I did sce and hear, by talking 
to Protestant missionaries, the Catholic 
pastor, the Sisters of Charity, the mayor 
and dozens of townspeople, was by way 
of overwhelming evidence that Mr. Tay- 
lor’s charges in the La Cumbre instance 
are simply not correct. 

My conversations with the missionaries 
indicated that there were many loopholes 
in their testimony. Their oral statements 
to me often differed from their written 
statements, and their testimony in the 
mayor's office is flatly contradicted by 
that of other witnesses. 

If the rest of Mr. Taylor's presenta- 
tion is as inaccurate as the two sentences 
in which he writes of my visit, readers 
of Curistiantry Topay would be well 
advised to look to other sources than the 
National Association of Evangelicals for 
less emotive and more factual statements. 

Rev. Jonn E. Kerry 
Director, Bureau of Information 
National Catholic Welfare Conf. 
Washington, D. C. 


Father Kelly, in his letter to CrurisT1an- 
iry Topay, disclaims having seen the 
“burnt walls” of the missionaries’ house 
at La Cumbre, Colombia. My statement 
was based on word from one of our reg- 
ular correspondents in that country: 
“Father John Kelly of Washington spent 
a day in La Cumbre last week, investi- 
gating the attacks on the Mennonites in 
July, 1956. He visited the missionaries 
and was very friendly. He asked them to 
tell the story of the attacks and they 
showed him where the fire was.” Thus I 
had concluded that he had viewed the 
charred walls which I had seen when I 
visited La Cumbre just after the incident 
occurred. If Father Kelly did not view 
the building which had been damaged, I 
am glad to stand corrected in this minor 
detail, but I must also conclude that his 
investigation was anything but complete. 

More important is the fact that Father 
Kelly does not deny the violence at La 
Cumbre, but rather makes the general 
assertion that my statements are “simply 
not correct.” Is he willing to be more 
specific? Does he deny that there was an 
attempt to burn the missionary residence 
while the missionaries were supposedly 





asleep inside the building? He states 
there were loop holes in missionary testi- 
mony. Will he identify the specific mis- 
sionaries? Were they directly involved in 
the attack? And does he deny that the 
local priest, the mother superior of the 
hospital and the chief of police were im- 
plicated in the plot to carry out this 
violence? If so, it is certain that his 
denials are contrary not only to my pre- 
vious statements, but also to the facts 
given to both United States and Cana- 
dian consular officials at the time the 
incident occurred and given in sworn 
testimony to Colombian officials. 
Crype W. Taytor 

Secretary of Public Affairs 
National Assn. of Evangelicals 
Washington, D. C. 


THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM 


Commenting on the article “By A Former 
Jesuit Trainee,” an Akron, Ohio, con- 
tributor writes: “If you would state the 
Catholic position truly, why not call on 
such men as Msgr. Sheen?” (Nov. 25 
issue, p. 25). 

One of the clearest statements of the 
“Catholic position” was published in 
Rome, Italy, in the Jesuit fortnightly 
publication, La Civilita Cattolica. The 
following excerpt from the Jesuit state- 
ment was published in Time magazine 
(June 28, 1948) to which the questioner 
may give heed: 

“The Roman Catholic Church, con 
vinced, through its divine prerogatives, 
of being the only true church, must de- 
mand the right to freedom for herself 
alone, because such a right can only be 
possessed by truth, never by error. As to 
other religions, the church certainly will 
never draw the sword, but she will re 
quire that by legitimate means they shall 
not be allowed to propagate false doc- 
trine. Consequently, in a state where 
the majority of the people are Catholic, 
the church will require that legal exist- 
ence be denied to error, and that if 
religious minorities actually exist, they 
shall have only a de facto existence with- 
out opportunity to spread their beliefs. 
If however, actual circumstances make 
the complete application of this principle 
impossible, then the church will require 
for herself all possible concessions. 

“In some countries, Catholics will be 
obliged to ask full religious freedom for 
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all, resigned at being forced to cohabi- 
tate where they alone should rightfully 
be allowed to live. But in doing this the 
church does not renounce her thesis . . . 
but merely adapts herself . . . Hence 
arises the great scandal among Protes- 
tants. . . . We ask Protestants to under- 
stand that the Catholic church would be- 
tray her trust if she were to proclaim . . . 
that error can have the same rights as 
truth. . . . The Church cannot blush for 
her own want of tolerance, as she asserts 
it in principle and applies it in prac- 
tice.” 

The contents of the excerpt are con- 
firmed in the Encyclicals of Pope Leo 
XIII, and by other popes also. The book 
The Pope's New Order published by 
Maemillin (1944), after the present 
Pope Pius XII was crowned, states: 
“Whatever the popes have hitherto 
taught, or shall hereafter teach, must be 
held with a firm grip of the mind, and 
so often as occasion requires, must be 
openly professed.” Mas. J. G. Hantin 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


YMCA HERITAGE 


1 was very much surprised that in your 
editorial concerning the YMCA (Nov. 
11 issue) you make no mention of Sir 
George Williams. The fact is that Sir 
George was the founder of the YMCA. 
Undoubtedly he called in others to help 
him, but to him alone is credit due for 
the formation of this great institution. .. . 
When I was in business in London, I 
was personally acquainted with this truly 
great man, have been in his home, was 
a member of the Central YMCA, and 
when I came to America in 1905 car- 
ried a letter of introduction to the 23rd 
St. YMCA in New York City. 

I truly hope and pray that the Y will 
recover its Gospel for it was rooted in 
prayer. There were great men in those 
days: Williams of Hitchcock & Wil- 
liams; Morgan of Morgan & Scott; Hod- 
der of Hodder & Stoughton; and I was 
privileged to know them all. 

Greely, Colo. ArTHur SounpDy 


| was also interested in the editorial on 
the YMCA, for my father was in this 
work for the better part of his life. We 
saw it decline from the highly spiritual 
organization it originally was, to little 
more than a social or commercial club 
(with the few exceptions you mention). 
With regard to your question in the 
title, I fear the “Y” has gone too far to 
come back. God will save an individual 
from the very depths, but I know of no 
instance where he has restored an organi- 
zation when it has once become thor- 





oughly apostate. He does not value or- 
ganizations as much as he does indi- 
viduals. F. R. Acxizey 


Denver, Colo. 


As one who served for two years as Gen- 
eral Secretary of a YMCA on a church 
college campus which had a strong 
Christ-centered program, I share your 
views on the importance of stressing the 
Christian emphasis in the Y program, 
and I am happy to see evidence here in 
Chattanooga that that emphasis is strongly 
made... . SamuEt S. Witzy 
Presbyterian Church 


Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 


VIRGIN BIRTH AND GOBLINS 


Mr. Douglass must have had a dictatorial 
parent or teacher and when the thunder 
of blind religious fanaticism crashed on 
him at the Presbytery, it would only be 
natural that sooner or later he would 
stop thinking and knuckle under the 
Presbytery, his parent or teacher substi- 
ia. e 

I agree with the “Earl Douglass” who 
for a few years was a free child of God 
led by his Holy Spirit and not with the 
Douglass dominated by dogmatism who 
first believes and then rationalizes his 
belief. The believers in witches and 
evil spirits and hobgoblins did the same 
thing and so do Communists today! 

The fact that Paul, the first great 
interpreter of the Christian faith, did not 
mention the virgin birth surely indicates 
that it was not an essential belief of 
the early Church, and that Church did 
right well. 

To believe that God wou'd refuse to 
use his natural means to produce a body 
C“vesture of the flesh”) for his Spirit 
(Christ) to use on earth is to cast asper- 
sion on normal conception and birth. . . . 

Strange that the Bible should trace 
Jesus’ lineage through Joseph’s line. . . . 
I'll bet that screaming brother in the 
Presbytery who embarrassed and smashed 
young Earl Douglass’ self-respect wouldn’t 
have let half the disciples in as Chris- 
tians. I doubt if they (disciples) had to 
say “I believe in the virgin birth.” .. . 

Vernon T. SMITH 
First Presbyterian Church 
Holt, Mich. 


@ Dr. Douglass’ article suggests his 
greater freedom through belief in the 
virgin birth than in its denial. The only 
compulsion under which the disciples 
Matthew and Luke relayed their account 
of the virgin birth was that of reliable 
evidence and testimony. J. Gresham 


Machen’s The Virgin Birth of Christ is 


recommended reading. Moreover, his- 
toric Christian teaching, which through 
the ages has included the doctrine of the 
virgin birth, has always lifted and en- 
nobled normal conception and birth. It 
should be noted that Dr. Douglass does 
not equate denial of the virgin birth with 
disbelief in salvation through Christ, al- 
though this dual rejection is common, 
while the dual affirmation is biblical and 
normative.—Ep. 


Just how inconsistent can we allow our- 
selves to become in putting faith before 
reason, and belief before understanding? 
In Earl L. Douglass’ article on his be- 
lief in the virgin birth of Jesus (Dec. 9 
issue) he makes an amazingly naive (ap- 
pearing) statement as follows: “The tes- 
timony of Scripture is that he (God) 
chose to put him (Jesus) into the stream 
of human history by the means of birth. 
Such being the case, the awesome ques- 
tion is, Who could be the father of this 
child? Has any human being ever lived 
who could, with propriety, be designated 
for this honor?” 

Is this given as seriously providing in 
rhetorical question form overwhelming 
persuasion toward conversion to a belief 
in this doctrine? If this be so, I am 
shocked by the superficiality of intellect 
in the ranks of you conservatives! For 
either you who nod gravely in agree- 
ment with this not-so-profound syllogism, 
are very good proponents of the Roman 
Catholic system of Mariolatry, or your 
eagerness to grasp at any device to pro- 
mote your ideology is both pathetic and 
humorous. Allow me to illustrate by the 
simple device of rephrasing Douglass’ 
pedantic question thusly: “Who could 
be the MoTHER of this child? Has any 
HUMAN being ever lived who could, with 
propriety, be designated for THis honor?” 
Obviously the mere fact of Mary’s sup- 
posed virginity (at a still tender age) 
could never qualify her, in itself, for the 
role that must be too exalted for her 
counterpart in the opposite sex. 

Joun A. Hawkins 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Earl Douglass’ reconversion to faith in 
our Lord’s virgin birth understandably 
was a comfort in the church he served. 
But if that is made the test of regenera- 
tion in Christ’s church . . . many must 
be denied admission. . . . 

I believe: in our Lord’s spiritual gen- 
eration by the power of God’s Holy Spirit. 
The generation of his flesh and blood. . . 
and its final disposition is not crucial to 
my faith. . . . Countless martyrs and 
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prophets of old . . . were justified by a 
faith which was not that of Earl Doug- 
lass. I believe such faith still saves... . 

Auten H. Gatss 
First Congregational Church 
Chesterfield, Mass. 


Before accepting the virgin birth as an 
historical fact one must have the courage 
to face the following negative arguments. 
I fear that Dr. Douglass is lacking... . 

The virgin birth . . . is mentioned only 
by Matthew and Luke and then with 
rather marked differences. . The 
earliest Gospel, Mark, makes no reference 
to it. 

If belief in the virgin birth were in 
any way necessary for salvation, or if it 
were factual, Jesus would have men- 
tioned it. 

Paul is silent with respect to it. 

In Matthew's account the argument 
that Jesus was a descendent of David, 
through Joseph, indicating clearly human 
fatherhood, cancels out the virgin birth. 

People from the period from which the 
gospels came easily accepted the idea of 
divine-human parenthood for outstand- 
ing figures. . 

Vatton V. Morse 
Congregational Church 
Cumberland Center, Me. 


Doctor Douglass is to be congratulated 
for his step toward catholic orthodoxy in 
. . . his acceptance of the virgin birth. 
Now if he could accept the universal 
Church’s teaching that St. Mary was 
truly Theotokos, holy bearer of God the 
Son, or in some sense “mother of God,” 
. also . . . about the sacraments, sac- 
ramental grace, and the Apostolic min- 
istry including the Episcopate, he would 
indeed possess a faith complete in its 
“catholic fulness.” The Church has al- 
ways maintained that the incarnation was 
God’s initiative, God’s act of love toward 
man, and that the virgin birth was a 
means he chose toward that end. Any 
other concept is private opinion. . . 
Frank W. MarsHa ct, Jr. 
St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Newport, Vt. 


I noticed the emphasis on the virgin 
birth. . . . The textual and exegetical 
analyses were thorough and helpful. . . 

The silences of certain portions of the 
New Testament are indeed thundering 
silences because they stand with biblical, 
creedal, and patristic attestation to the 
facts of the virgin birth which are them- 
selves highly sensitive, personal, and 
prone to a misunderstanding by the ig- 
norant and an exploitation by the pro- 


26° 





fane. . . . Since the virgin birth is a fact 
of Christian tradition in and beyond 
Scripture, its great significance lies in the 
assertion that this was the manner in 
which God chose the introduction of the 
incarnation. What could possibly be 
more important, simply and screnely as it 
stands in the two Gospels, than the af- 
firmation that God acts as he does; we 
behold in wonder and gratitude? 
Rosert B. Muar 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
Washington, Pa. 


Are we quite sure there is no reference 
to it (the virgin birth) in John’s Gospel, 
1:12-13 .... “even to them that believe 
on his name, which were Cor, who was?) 
born not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man but of 
God”? 

See Encyclopedia Brittanica, 11th Ed., 
Vol. 27, pp. 852-57: “But antecedent to 
any ancient MSS., Irenaeus (A.D. 178), 
Tertullian (A.D. 208), Augustine (A.D. 
395), and other Fathers read, “Who was 
begotten” (Sing., not Pl.). The Hos— 
who agreeing with “autou” CHis name, 
Gr. onoma autou, name of him). Verse 
14 goes on to speak of the incarnation of 
him who was not begotten by human 
generation. The Latin Codex Veronensis 
(before Jerome’s Vulgate) reads “Qui... 
natus est.” Tertullian (De carne Christi, 
cl19) says that “believers” could not be 
intended in this verse, “since all who be- 
lieve are born of blood, etc. He ascribes 
the reading of the Received Text to the 
artifice of the Valentinian Gnostics of the 
Second and Third centuries”. . . 

This rendering is in keeping with what 
follows, viz., the incarnation of our Lord. 
It is true that believers are begotten of 
God, but is it true that in these two 
verses believers are the subjects? .... 
We read of the doctrine of Christ, not 
the doctrines. The doctrine of Christ 
means that all the Bible says of him is 
welded together, and that to deny one 
doctrine is to deny the lot... . 

ALEXANDER A. Murray 
Sydney, Nova Scotia 


RSV CATCHES UP 


Thank you for the interesting article by 
Dr. Nida on revising the Bible. . . . Allow 
one observation ... 

The first change which Nida com- 
ments on is John 1.18 where the oldest 
manuscripts give not “the only begotten 
Son” but “God only begotten.” One 
might get the impression from reading 
Nida that this change was brought out 
first in the RSV. 

As a matter of fact, the 1885 English 








Revised Version has this as its marginal 
reading with the notation that “Many 
very ancient authorities read God only- 
begotten.” The same is repeated in the 
margin of the 1901 American Standard 
Version. On the other hand, the RSV 
New Testament in 1946 entirely ignored 
this ancient reading and it was only 
added in the margin of the 1952 RSV 
after many of us had made public criti- 
cism of the 1946 RSV for not giving this 
ancient reading either in its text or its 
margin. Thus the reading in Bodmer II 
confirms the ERV of 1885 and the ASV 
of 1901 and those who protested against 
its omission in the 1946 RSV. It does not 
confirm the 1946 RSV nor the defenders 
of the 1946 RSV at this point. 

Ws. Cuitps Rosrnson 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


REVIEW AND REBUTTAL 


The review of my book, Christianity and 
World Issues (October 14 was very in- 
adequate, inaccurate and unfair. The re 
view gave a very distorted picture of the 
nature and content of the book. One 
could not tell from the review that it was 
written primarily as a textbook in the 
area of applied or social ethics, and that 
it assumed a background in biblical and 
Christian ethics. 

Almost every sentence of the review 
could be challenged. Statements are in 
completely quoted or are taken out of 
their context and made to mean some- 
thing quite different from the original. 
One or two rather basic concepts are 
missed entirely or are misinterpreted, 
such as the place of the cross in the 
Christian life and in Christian ethics. 

Conclusions are drawn that cannot be 
justified by what is said in the book. For 
example, the reviewer quotes ime as say 
ing “war accomplishes nothing” (page 
288), and then asks “can we not there- 
fore conclude that it would have been 
better to allow Hitler to conquer the 
world?” Nothing is said that would 
justify such a conclusion. It is plainly 
stated on the very next page that one 
possible good result of war is that it 
might “save a nation from enslavement 
by some foreign power.” 

One of the most perplexing and dis 
turbing things is the reviewer's implica 
tion that I am friendly to communism. 
I do not see how he could have possibly 
come to that conclusion. I did attempt to 
be objective in my appraisal of commu- 
nism, which is the only wise and sensible 
approach to make. If the reviewer really 
wanted to be fair, why did he not call 
attention to what is said about the basic 
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philosophy and the ethic of communism? 
There is absolutely no foundation for 
his statement that “one senses a strain of 
embarrassment that communistic brutal- 
ity should receive such widespread pub- 
licity.” A similarly unfounded, unfair 
statement is the following: “Since com- 
munism is so close to Christianity in aim 
though drastically different in method, it 
would be wrong to engage in war to res- 
cue the captive nations.” It seems to me 
that such labeling, even if merely by 
implication, should be beneath the dig- 
nity of any Christian scholar and should 
be contrary to the publication policies of 
any Christian journal. T. B. Maston 
Southwestern Baptist Theol. Sem. 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


CORRUPTION AND SECESSION 


I'd like to comment on the letter of Ed- 
wards E. Elliott (Dec. 9 issue). I gather 
that the drift of Mr. Elliott’s remarks is 
that a Christian must leave a church as 
soon as the Christian sees that leaders 
of the church are agents of Satan, and 
opposed to the Gospel; for, if the Chris- 
tian stays in that church, his financial 
support is a supporting and tolerating of 
the agents of Satan. 

It would seem that to continue in such 
a church is to do evil that good may 
come. But if Mr. Elliott’s argument be 
valid, our Lord was guilty of sinning 
when he paid the temple tax (Matt. 17: 
24-27). It would also seem, on the basis 
of Mr. Elliott’s reasoning, that our Lord 
was ill-advised to praise the widow for 
giving her mite to support his adver- 
saries. 

My present loyalty to the visible 
church, with all its serious failings, is the 
result of reading Philip Schaff’s discus- 
sion of “Calvin’s Idea of the Holy Cath- 
olic Church” in History of the Christian 
Church, Volume VIII, Modern Chris- 
tianity: The Swiss Reformation pp. 448- 
457. At one point Schaff summarizes 
Calvin’s viewpoint in the following 
words, “So strong are the claims of the 
visible Church upon us that even the 
abounding corruptions cannot justify a 
secession.” Schaff supports this from the 
Institutes, IV, i, 18-19. Calvin’s argu- 
ment seems so cogent that it deserves 
reading today. J. K. Micketsen 
Canoga Presbyterian Church 
Seneca Falls, N. Y¥. 


CHRISTIANITY IN ENGLAND 


Evangelical forces look on this “time of 
trouble” as a day of unparalleled oppor- 
tunity. The very failure of nations to 
find any common ground for creating 
peace, and the amazing scientific dis- 








coveries of the age with their potentiali- 
ties for good or ill, are driving men back 
to God. 

While there is no great revival of 
church-going as yet, there are two ele- 
ments of great hope in the present re- 
ligious situation in England. One is that 
leaders of thought with differing biblical 
presuppositions (i.e. conservative and 
liberal theologians) have been meeting 
together regularly to discuss the great 
fundamentals of the Gospel and to see 
whether they can unite in evangelism. 
The other is that in many parts of the 
country, visitation evangelism by the 
laity, going out two-by-two among their 
friends and neighbors, is already bringing 
in a rich harvest. These things which 
have happened in 1957 fill me with 
great hope. 

F. P. Coptanp StmmMons 
St. Andrews, Fragnal 
London, England 


CRUMBLING ALTARS 


The same day that the issue of Curts- 
TIANITY Topay carrying my article (“Sat- 
isfactions of a Life in God’s Word,” Nov. 
25 issue) came in the mail, I happened 
to be reading for the first time the prefa- 
tory sketch of Gerhardt Hauptmann in 
the second volume of John Gassner’s 
Treasury of the Theater, dealing with 
modern European drama. One statement 
in this sketch is but another indication 
that this former world figure has no mes- 
sage even for his own land today: “After 
1933, Hauptmann allowed his reputa- 
tion to serve as window dressing for the 
Hitler regime. No particular importance 
can be attached to the plays written dur- 
ing the last twenty-five years of his life, 
and today even the bulk of his work 
before 1921 rings hollow outside, and 
apparently also inside, Germany.” 

San Marino, Calif. Wrusur M. Smrrxu 


SACKCLOTH AND ASHES 


Might I suggest that you change your 
theology and when you have repented in 
sackcloth and ashes for your unbiblical, 
anti-Christian, modernistic editorials and 
articles, and have been forgiven, that 
you change your name to “The Ever- 
lasting Gospel” . . . 

A. E. Warpner 
The Homiletic Bias 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


CurisTianity Topay has been a source 
of soul-satisfying enjoyment. I think it’s 
tops. Nonetheless, I was disturbed when, 
scanning the news section of September 
16, I discovered a report of remarks pur- 
ported to have been said by Rev. Kaneys 








Oda, a leader of the Free Methodist 
Church in Japan. The fact is, however, 
that Rev. Oda’s official report to our 
United States’ offices was yet to have 
been received when your article was pub- 
lished. A preliminary report was pub- 
lished in the Free Methodist of Septem- 
ber 10: “To clarify garbled reports, 
Brother Oda wrote . . . to the missionary 
secretary as follows: ‘A newspaper re- 
porter, just for the sake of sensational 
news, wrote untruth of my report... . 
Don’t believe what they write, I am not 
brainwashed, nor Communist, nor pink.’” 
Rev. Oda’s official report is forthcoming 
and from this rather than from a news- 
paper reporter's words should conclusions 
be made of Rev. Oda’s bias. 

V. CHARLES SPENCER 
Seattle Pacific College 
Seattle, Washington 


Before your editor starts gratuitous “sic- 
ing” he ought to learn how to sic—“but 
much too (sic) boring to hold the at- 
tention of any schoolboy I know.” 
(Eutychus and His Kin, December 9, 
1957.) 

For you to bore at all is to be “much 
too boring,” and, if two of you are doing 
it, you have two bores being too boring 
to be tolerated because much too smug 
about too little learning. Jonn D. Craic 
Central Presbyterian Church 
Houston, Texas 
@ The Editor is sicer than he dare admit! 
An overzealous but drowsy proofreader 
made a devastating change in Allan 
Pyatt’s letter dismissing CHRISTIANITY 
Topay as of “schoolboy standard” and 
“much to (sic) boring to hold the atten- 
tion of any schoolboy I know, . . .”—Ep. 


OUR ECHOES ROLL 


Well, I have finally changed my mind, 
and feel the great value of your positive 
witness in a wide field of Christian 
thought and action. It does seem that 
Christianity today must be on the march 
with a uniting and united idea, powerful 
enough to stem the tide of materialistic 
and atheistic Communism. .. . 

J. S. Nickerson 
United Church of Canada 
Franklin Centre, Quebec 


I find the major emphases . . . in har- 
mony with my own viewpoint, and even 
when they are not I get that kind of 
mental jolt that is always healthy and 
stimulating. I am grateful for the whim- 
sical humour of Eutychus, in the midst 
of more serious concerns. . . 

United Church Otrver R. Davison 
Cabot, Vermont 
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EVANGELICAL BROADCASTING OUTLOOK 


The radio and television picture regarding religious broadcasting is fuzzy with 
conflicting reports as the new year begins. 

United Evangelical Action magazine, edited by Dr. James DeForest Murch, im- 
mediate past president of National Religious Broadcasters, Inc., has this to say: 

“Some evangelicals are laboring under the erroneous idea that ‘all is well’ since 
the tremendous demonstrations of evangelical solidarity and co-operation in Wash- 
ington a year ago when the National Religious Broadcasters, Inc., 
convention, 


met in annual 


“All is not well with evangelical broadcasting. The announced policy of the 
Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of Churches in favor 
of ‘free’ or ‘sustaining’ time and against the ‘sale’ or ‘purchase’ of time for the 
broadcasting of religion is being promoted vigorously and effectively at the local level. 

the battle is still on. The National Council of Churches is slowly but 
extending its vise-like control over State Councils and local Councils of 
Churches. By an elaborate system of inter-related committees, national policies are 
being implemented at the local level. This is a new development. 
the NCC often 


churches in the local community. 


surely 


The con- 
have the largest and most influential 
Their pastors and key laymen are in position to 
make the contacts necessary to kill evangelical broadcasting.” 

Dr. Eugene R. Bertermann, current president of the NRB, was far less emphatic 
when queried on the “new” pressures. He said: 
calls for continued vigilance on the part of evangelical 
broadcasters, but I do not feel there has been any major change in the problem as 
it existed when the NRB met in Washington.” 

Recent reports asserted that Dr. Charles E. Fuller was cutting his “Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour” to one-half hour as a result of “pressure.” 

When contacted by Curistianiry Topay, Dr. Fuller confirmed that the program 
would change to one-half hour, but he added: 

“So far as our program is concerned, we have had no pressure brought to bear 
upon us by any station or group, but rather we are constantly being offered time on 
various stations which seem anxious to carry the program.” 

In a letter to his mailing list about the change, he said: 

“The past two years it has grown increasingly difficult to secure outlets for a 
full hour program, and even more serious has been the fact that due to higher 
living costs, strikes, drought, floods, etc., our income has fallen behind, so we are 
not able to continue to carry the full hour on the ABC network and the hundreds 
of independent stations over which this program has been heard for so long. We 
have spent much time on our knees concerning this problem, and now are confident 
God has clearly revealed his solution to us. 

“It is this—after January 12, 1958, the ‘Old Fashioned Revival Hour’ will cease 
to be an hour long as it has been in the past, and we will no longer broadcast 
from the Municipal Auditorium at Long Beach.” (Mr. Fuller began his radio min- 
istry 33 years ago. ) 

The Rev. Franklin Mack, executive director of the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission of the NCC, vigoriously denied that pressure was being applied at the 
local level against evangelical broadcasting. He said: 

“Our policy remains the same. We hope all stations will exercise more discrimi- 

nation in the regulation of all religious programs. Some of our programs have been 

taken off the air. Instead of blaming someone else, we go to the station involved 

and try to solve the problem. 

of programs. We are doing it. 

“We are not urging pressure on the local level. Our contact with local Councils 

of Churches is one of friendly relations. Certainly, we would not suggest that they 
advise stations on what constitutes good broadcasting.” 

United Evangelical Action supported its assertions with a “spot check.” 
is, in part: 

“In Danville, Illinois, the First Baptist Church, for 102 years a leader in the 
religious life of the community, was branded as ‘non-cooperative’ by the local min- 
isterial association, and the ‘good word’ was passed on to Station WITY. As a 
result a fine, years-long broadcasting hour was eliminated. 

“In Huntington, Long Island, N. Y., Station WGSM was ‘encouraged’ to adopt 
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stituent denominations of 


“The situation, certainly, 


This is a time for self-examination on the quality 


Here it 





a new policy refusing to sell time for 
religious broadcasting, but making time 
‘available to all major religious faiths as 
a new policy, refusing to sell time for 
a free, public service. The minors have 
no rights. 

“In Spokane, Washington, the ‘Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour’ and _ other 
nationally-known evangelical broadcasts 
were dropped ‘as a matter of financial 
policy.’ 

“In Columbus, Ohio, evangelical paid 
broadcasts were eliminated because of 
pressures by the Council of Churches 
which holds that ‘a disproportionate 
amount of time in religious broadcasting 
is given to that type of commercial pro- 
gramming which does not reflect the the- 
ology or the v worship practices of the main 
body of the American people.’ 

“In Mineola, New York, Station 
WKBS adopted a policy whereby all ‘com- 
mercial programs fall into a news and 
music category’ and all ‘commercial re- 
ligious programs’ were canceled. 

“In Los Angeles, California, Station 
KFAC discontinued all religious broad- 
casts. Caught in the change of policy 
was one religious program which claimed 
to be the oldest in the nation, having 
been launched in 1923. When the pastor 
carried the case to the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, he was rebuffed by 
the finding that since KFAC was con- 
sulting with the Church Federation of 
Los Angeles in the drafting of its new 
policies, there was nothing that could be 
done about it. 

“In Schenectady, New York, Station 
WGY announced that it was dropping 
paid religious broadcasting because of an 
‘imbalance of fundamentalist Protestant 
theology’ but would continue to provide 
free time for an adequate, representative 
schedule of religious broadcasting, un- 
doubtedly in consultation with the local 
Council of Churches. 

“In Boston, Massachusetts, Radio Sta- 
tion WMEX canceled “The Fellowship 
Hour,’ a daily devotional program spon- 
sored for more than twenty years by the 
New England Fellowship of Evangelicals. 
This was the oldest daily religious broad- 
cast in New England. 

“Other evangelical broadcasts suffered 
a similar fate in the Boston area. 

“Such instances could be multiplied by 
the hundreds in all parts of the nation. 
Usually there are accompanying denials 
by the local Councils of Churches that 
they have had anything to do with the 
demise of evangelical broadcasting pro 
grams.” G.B. 
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News Editor 


David E. Kucharsky, staff correspond- 
ent for the United Press in Pittsburgh, 
will succeed George Burnham as News 
Editor of Curistianiry Topay, begin- 
ning with the January 20 issue. 

Burnham, a veteran of 20 years in the 
daily newspaper field, has resigned to 
organize a syndicated column for the 
secular press on human interest in re- 
ligious news. One of his objectives will 
be to tell the story of foreign missions in 
language the man-on-the-street can under- 
stand. The author of four books, he also 
will devote more time to the preparation 
of manuscripts on the lives of outstand- 
ing Christians. 

Kucharsky received his B.A. in jour- 
nalism at Duquesne University. After 
serving as an Air Force lieutenant from 
1953 to 1955, he joined the UP Pitts- 
burgh staff. 


Writers Confer 


Wheaton College Clllinois) will host 
the Third Annual Writers’ conference 
March 7 and 8. 

Among the speakers engaged for the 
conference are Joseph Bayly, editor of 
His magazine; Grace Irwin, Canadian 
novelist; Harold Fuller, editor of The 
African Challenge, and Charles Urqu- 
hart, radio and TV writer. Peter Viereck, 
noted essayist, poet and philosopher, will 
give a general address. 


Captive Chaplains 


A conference of Methodist leaders 
urged in Washington, D. C., that min- 
isters be discouraged from serving as in- 
dustrial chaplains unless their salaries 
are paid by the church and they are 
completely independent of both manage- 
ment and labor. 

The recommendation was made by 50 
delegates attending a two-day meeting 
on “Methodism’s Ministry to Industry.” 

Pastors in industrial areas were urged 
to “become familiar with local situations, 
learn the viewpoints of labor and man- 
agement, boldly face controversial issues, 
and emphasize that the ultimate power of 
Christian ethics is in the life of the 
individual Christian who takes his faith 
and ethical standards into his daily work.” 

The report said the church must not 
become the “captive of any faction or 
section of society.” Chaplains hired by 
industrial plants, it said, faced limitations 
“imposed by the fact that the salary of 
this type of chaplain is paid by sources 
other than the church.” 











PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 


Luminous Hands— More than 100 
deaf persons were enabled to “hear” 
as well as see “The Ten Command- 
ments” with the help of a pastor whose 
luminous hands relayed the film’s 
speaking parts. The Rev. C. Roland 
Gerhold of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church for the Deaf in Newark ac- 
companied members of his congrega- 
tion and other deaf persons in the 
community to a showing of the movie. 


Spare Time—On the street called 
Chong No near the new Bible House 
in Seoul, Korea, is the shop of a 
cobbler who makes his spare time 
count for God. Between the repair 
jobs he does for the people, he reads 
to his customers from the Bible. And 
the Bible is heard by hundreds who 


cannot read. 


A Promise—Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles took part in a service 
at the American Cathedral in Paris 
during the NATO conference. He 
read from the 46th Psalm, which be- 
gins, “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble.” 


Million From Alumnus — Wittenberg 
College, Springfield, Ohio, has re- 
ceived a gift of $1 million from a 
former student who had to borrow 
$200 in order to stay in school and 
receive his diploma 34 years ago. The 
donation was made by Dr. Stanley 
Hanley, president of the Power Equip- 
ment Co. of Galion and Columbus. 


Dies at 100—Dr. James Thomas Black- 
wood, Monteagle, Tenn., believed to 
be the oldest Methodist minister in 
the United States and possibly in the 
world, died recently at the age of 100. 


New Approach—A new method in the 
rehabilitation of prisoners is being tried 
in California at Tulare County’s road 
camp. When prisoners go to bed their 
wired-for-sound pillows lull them to 
sleep with a recorded religious talk. 
Results will be announced after a test 
of 30 to 60 days. 


Chaplain Injured — Lt. Comdr. Paul 
W. Reigner of Philadelphia, Protes- 
tant chaplain at Antarctica during the 
International Geophysical Year, was 


seriously injured recently in a heli- 
copter crash. He is making a “satis- 
factory recovery.” 


Newspaper Chaplaincy—Creation of a 
newspaper chaplaincy has been pro- 
posed by James W. Carty, Jr., religion 
editor of the Nashville Tennessean. 
He said newspapers need chaplains be- 
cause, with their accent on deadlines, 
“many tensions develop and erupt.” 


Printer’s Devil—The church members 
in Jackson, Miss., wanted to encour- 
age their pastor. An article was pre- 
pared for the weekly church bulletin, 
under the headline, “Boost the Pastor 
a Bit.” It came out this way in print, 
“Boot the Pastor a Bit.” 


Writer Passes — Dorothy L. Sayers, 
who has won a measure of distinction 
through her writings as a dilettante 
Anglican theologian, died recently in 
England. Miss Sayers wrote 12 plays 
on the life of Christ in the colloquial 
language of her country. The plays 
created wide debate. At the time of 
her death she was working on a trans- 
lation of Dante’s Divine Comedy. 


Public Relations—A far-reaching pub- 
lic relations program for the Southern 
Baptist Convention has been ap- 
proved by the denomination’s execu- 
tive committee to interpret and pro- 


mote the SBC through the press. 


Digest —Full accreditation by the 
American Association of Theological 
Schools has been granted to Fuller 
Theological Seminary. . Larry 
Ward, former managing editor of 
CurisTiANity Topay and Christian 
Life magazines, is now associated with 
World Vision, Inc., Dr. Bob Pierce, 
president, announced. Ward will edit 
the World Vision Magazine and aid 
Roy Wolfe, director of publications, 
in the preparation of mission literature 
for local church use. . . . A budget of 
$431,000 has been adopted by the 
Biliy Graham San Francisco Bay Cities 
Crusade Executive Committee for the 
six-week crusade opening April 27. 
.. . Robert P. Taylor, Southern Bap- 
tist chaplain, is the new chief of per- 
sonnel division, office of Air Force 
chaplains, Washington, D. C. 
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Training View 

Speaking at the 7lst annual meeting 
of the Theological Faculties Union of 
Chicago and Vicinity (100 teachers from 
12 seminary faculties), Dr. James F. 
Gustafson of Yale Divinity School, col- 
laborator in the Niebuhr Report on min- 
isterial training, said, in part: 

“Too many classes and too many sub- 
jects are taught by the same man. Too 
many students study too many courses at 
the same time. Too many students read 
only the textbooks and reserve shelf 
books, and never get into the library 
stacks. 

“We give too many survey courses and 
not enough depth courses. There is not 
sufficient penetration for students to grasp 
basic issues. We have too few seminars, 
and some students graduate without ever 
getting into a single seminar. We have 
too little tutorial assistance and too cur- 
sory guidance on the part of teachers. 

“Professors are not stimulating initia- 
tive and basic insights in theological stu- 
dents today. They are failing to transmit 
basic perspectives and fundamental in- 
terpretative principles. We should train 
men to be self-starting and self-educating, 
men who will continue to grow in the 
knowledge of God and the culture around 
them.” 

Dr. Faris D. Whitesell of Northern 
Baptist Theological Seminary was elected 
president for a one-year term. 


Five-Point Plan 


About 100 missionaries, publishers and 
printers, representing 31 evangelical mis- 
sion boards and 22 countries, met in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, recently in the sixth 
annual Evangelical Literature Overseas 
CELO) conference, to plan a strategy of 
advance in the urgent task of meeting 
world literature needs. 

Harold B. Street, executive secretary 
of ELO, announced in his keynote ad- 
dress a five-point program for the coming 
year: (1) formation of a panel of tech- 
nical experts in writing, translation, pro- 
duction, and distribution of evangelical 
Christian literature whose counsel will 
be available through ELO to both mis- 
sionaries and nationals; (2) establishment 
of a library of technical books at ELO 
headquarters in Wheaton, Illinois, of 
help in all fields of mission publishing, 
and a catalogue of evangelical manu- 
scripts and books available for translation 
or adaptation; (3) encouragement of a 
training program for nationals; (4) send- 
ing of specialists to various language areas 
to counsel in all phases of mission pub- 
lishing; (5) encouragement of field liter- 
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ature groups in setting high standards for 
published material. 

To implement this program, specific 
projects are planned, such as a series of 
how-to-do-it booklets on various phases of 
mission publishing. With the objective 
of training both furloughing missionaries 
and newly-appointed literature personnel, 
ELO encourages colleges, Bible schools, 
and seminaries to set up courses in mis- 
sion publishing, and it acts as liaison 
between missionaries and publishers or 
printers willing to provide on-the-job 
training. 

Not primarily a fund-raising agency, 
ELO seeks to provide a meeting ground 
for co-ordination and development of co- 
operative publishing programs in the vari- 
ous language areas, through sponsoring 
literature conferences, making surveys of 
currently available evangelical literature, 
with a view to filling the gaps in a given 
language area. 

Literature conferences in Beirut, Tan- 
gier, Barcelona, and Lisbon are being 
planned for May-June, 1958, Street an- 
nounced. 

A British group similar to ELO is in 
process of formation, under the aegis of 
the Evangelical Alliance of Great Britain, 
it was announced. An initial conference 
is scheduled for February 4 in London. 

Priority manuscripts needed in most 
language areas, according to a survey re- 
ported by the Rev. Harold Kregel, mis- 
sionary to Spain under the European 
Evangelistic Crusade, include a one- 
volume Bible commentary, Bible diction- 
ary, Bible study material, evangelistic ma- 
terial in local dialects, devotional books, 
and children’s stories. 

Newest of the mass-appeal periodicals 
is Kiran, launched in India in October, 
as reported by the Rev. Irvine Robertson, 
missionary to India under the Evangelical 
Alliance Mission. This brings to nine 
the number of mass-appeal periodicals, 
with nine more to be launched in 1958. 

In Africa, V.LP. CVernacular Illus- 
trated Publications) leaflets, produced by 
the Sudan Interior Mission, are a follow- 
up of the success of the African Chal- 
lenge, first of the mass-appeal magazines, 
which in five years has rolled up a cir- 
culation of 180,000. The V.I.P. four- 
page leaflets, cheaply produced though 
heavily illustrated and in color, appeal to 
non-Christians by means of a folk fable, 
a health message, with a gospel message 
following, and a puzzle. 

Conference sessions at Lincoln fea- 
tured “how-to-do-it” panel discussions and 
workshops in the three major areas of 
publishing: Editorial problems, emceed 
by the Rev. Donald K. Smith, literature 


secretary, South Africa General Mission; 
and Robert Walker, editor, Christian 
Life; production problems, Kenneth N. 
Taylor, director, Moody Press; and Rev. 
B. H. Pearson, executive secretary, World 
Gospel Crusades; distribution problems, 
Rev. Kenneth R. Adams, general secre- 
tary, Christian Literature Crusade; and 
Rev. G. Christian Weiss, director, Mis- 
sionary Agency, Back to the Bible Broad- 
cast. 

“In the light of increasing population, 
increasing literacy, and increasing need 
for the evangelical message of the printed 
page,” Street challenged the conference, 
“shall we not dedicate ourselves afresh to 
the task of producing more and better 
evangelical literature? Shall we not, with 
renewed recognition of the urgency of 
the hour, commit ourselves in full obedi- 
ence to the One who commanded, ‘Write 
in a book and send it to the churches’?” 


Pagan Attitudes 


Bishop Gerald Francis Burrill of the 
Episcopal diocese of Chicago has issued 
a pastoral letter containing 10 requests 
designed to make “eloquent proclama- 
tions of our basic understanding of the 
Christian faith.” 

“Many of the customs surrounding 
death and the burial of the dead reveal 
pagan attitudes,” he said. 

The bishop asks that funerals be held 
in the church or home instead of a 
funeral parlor, except “for grave cause.” 
The casket should be closed at all times, 
flowers should not be used in the church, 
and fraternal rites are not to be used in 
conjunction with the Office for the Burial 
of the Dead. The burial service “can be 
a source of great comfort to the bereaved 
when it is not subjected to distortion 
by addition of elements of crass senti- 
mentality,” wrote the bishop. 

Music at the services must be author- 
ized by the clergy, the bishop said. Sun- 
day funerals are to be avoided, and re- 
muneration of the clergy is not required 
and should never appear on the under- 
taker’s bill, except when legally neces- 
sary, he added. F.D.W. 


Press Merger 


The Sudan Interior Mission has an 
nounced the combining of its two influ- 
ential printing operations, the Niger 
Press and its publication, African Chal 
lenge. 

Launched by SIM in 1944, Niger 
Press has produced about four million 
pages of literature in the past four 
months. African Challenge, started in 
1951, has an English edition circulation 
of 185,000. 
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New York Audit 


The final report of the executive com- 
mittee of the Billy Graham New York 
Crusade, audited by Price Waterhouse 
and Co., showed total receipts of 
$2,850,031—leaving an excess of $217,- 
618 over expenditures. 

Roger Hull, chairman of the executive 
committee, in making the report public, 
said: 

“We again express our gratitude to 
Almighty God for the way in which he 
has provided for our every need. . . Over 
two million people heard the gospel pro- 
claimed in New York and many addi- 
tional millions heard it each Saturday 
night on television. We can count those 
who came forward in the Garden to make 
a public commitment, but there is no 
way to count the many additional thou- 
sands who made commitments or rededi- 
cated their lives to Christ in the quiet 
of their own hearts without leaving their 
seats.” 

The report of Edwin F. Chinlund, 
treasurer, said the $217,618 excess would 
be distributed as follows: 

$150,000—Billy Graham Evangelistic 
\ssociation, to be used for the support of 
television broadcasts of subsequent cru- 
sades. 

$67,618—Protestant Council of the 
City of New York, Department of Evan- 
velism, to be used for follow-up work 
resulting from the Crusade and for the 
development of evangelism in cooperation 
with all churches in the Metropolitan 
area. 

The report of receipts and expendi- 
tures from inception, May 17, 1956, to 
December 16, 1957, is as follows: 

RECEIPTS 

$812,938.87 — Offerings received at 
Madison Square Garden, stadiums, ral- 
lies, and se forth. 

$2,004,532.17 — Contributions from 
ippeals, receipts from television broad- 
casts, supporting contributors’ gifts, gifts 
trom other crusades and other miscel- 
laneous gifts. 

$32,559.87 — Net receipts from the 
sale of song books, Bibles, other books, 
records, periodicals and other miscel- 
laneous receipts. 

EXPENDITURES 
$622,960.83—Expenses of meetings in 
auditoriums and stadiums. 

$322,308.60 — Advertising and pub- 
licity, 

$114,513.07 —Local radio and tele- 
vision program expenses. 

$239,792.94—Office operations. 

$133,706.07—Team housing, honorar- 
iums and travel expenses. This includes 








living and travel expenses of members of 
the Graham team while in New York and 
honorariums paid to additional personnel 
who handled specialized work. No sal- 
aries are included for Dr. Graham or 
members of the team, as these were paid 
by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso- 
ciation in Minneapolis. 

$56,578.94 — Counseling and follow- 
up expenses. 

$1,054,439.12—Direct cost of national 
television broadcasts. 

$60,000—Preparation of film “Miracle 
in Manhattan.” 

$28,113.34—Other expenses. This in- 
cludes meetings, breakfasts, luncheons, 
in connection with fund raising and the 
securing of interest and support of min- 
isters and others. 

CA number of observers pointed out 
during the crusade that the total cost of 
winning thousands for Christ was less 
than the cost of one jet fighter plane, 
built for destruction). 


Balanced Education 


A Lutheran group has warned that a 
“needed emphasis” on scientific educa- 
tion, resulting from the launching of 
earth satellites, must not be given priority 
over “the cultivation of the spirit and 
mind of man.” 

The warning was sounded in a resolu- 
tion adopted by the Board of Higher 
Education of the United Lutheran 
Church in America at its mid-winter 
meeting in Washington, D. C. 

The board said “any educational 
changes which do not preserve a balance 
between the ethical and functional may 
cause us to lose our soul while seeking 
to gain the world.” 

While the board commended church- 
related colleges for training men and 
women in scientific fields, it challenged 
them to continue to produce “spiritually 
mature and responsible leaders” in the 
various professions. 

It also called on Christian educators to 
“awaken in their students an intelligent 
commitment to the spiritual foundation 
for the quest for knowledge.” 





SOUTH AMERICA 
Another Auca Rebuff 


American Protestant missionaries have 
suffered another setback in their attempts 
to gain a foothold among the savage 
Auca Indians of eastern Ecuador. 

The Auca tribe, said to be the fiercest 
in South America, has been consistently 
hostile to the missionaries. Early in Jan- 
uary, 1956, they massacred five young 














DO YOU 
HAVE 
$300, 
$500 or 
$1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian 
men and women quite frequently who 
are looking for places to invest their 
money. Most of them need a return on 
their savings. 

Some are considering investments in 
stocks. But, because of their limited 
knowledge of stocks and bonds, they are 
reluctant to buy. Others hesitate because 
of market fluctuations, uncertainty of 
dividends, etc. 

And some tell us of disappointing ex- 
periences on their investments. 


* * ** 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ... a guarantee that they will 
be assured of a generous income. Some- 
thing they can count on as long as they 
live . . . in good times or bad . . . regard- 
less of whether the stock market is up 
or down. 

But they’re interested in something 
else, too. 

* * * 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE 
DIVIDENDS provided by Moody Annui- 
ties. When we tell them that Moody 
Annuities assure them of a generous, 
guaranteed income as long as they live (ap 
to 84% depending on their age) . 
plus a share in the Lord’s work . 
they’re overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every 
annuity is backed by all the resources 
of Moody Bible Institute, and that MBI 
has never missed a single payment in 
almost 50 years . . . they are convinced 
that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
RECEIVE DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE book- 
let, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which explains the 

oody Annuity Plan in detail. 
Contains a chart showing income 
rates for all ages, explains tax bene- 
fits and tells you all about the 
many ministries of Moody Bible 
Institute in which you'll have a 
share. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Corl J. Frizen, Dept. CH-58-30-1 | 
Stewardship Department 

“mooDY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. LaSalle Street « Chicago 10, lilinois 
© Please send me, without obligation, Double 
Dividends, story of Moody Annuity Plan. 


© Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, 
relating to stewardship. 
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Americans who sought to convert them. 

The latest act of hostility occurred 
when the Aucas attacked a group of semi- 
civilized Quichua Indians from the set- 
tlement where the missionaries had set 
up an outpost. As a result, the mission 
post had to be abandoned. 

The mission center had been con- 
ducted by Mrs. Betty Elliott, 31, of 
Moorestown, N. J., widow of one of the 
missionaries slain in 1956; Dr. Wilfrid 
lidmarch, a British subject who is in his 
late fifties; and Mrs. Tidmarch, an Amer- 
ican. 

Hopes for reaching the Aucas had 
been encouraged a month earlier when 
three Auca women visited a shack the 
missionaries had built near the junction 
of the Curaray and Agian Rivers. The 
women’s visit came after the Aucas had 
attacked the shack, piercing it with 
dozens of spears and lances. 

Later the missionaries used light planes 
provided by the Mission Aviation Fellow- 
ship to broadcast appeals for friendship 
in the Auca language through loudspeak- 
ers over the native villages. 

However, the attack on the Quichuas 
indicated that the missionaries’ peace 
overtures had been fruitless. 

When the Auca women arrived at the 
mission shack they were greeted by Mrs. 
Elliott, who spent ten days with them. 
She made tape recordings of all they 
said. The women made frequent men- 
tion of the name of Muipo, who is re- 
puted to be the most savage and hostile 
of the Auca chieftains. 


Argentina Report 


Luna Park, the Madison Square Gar- 
den of Buenos Aires, has been the scene 
of many memorable evests during its 
long history. 

For several weeks downtown Buenos 
Aires was covered with large red posters 
announcing “Salvation at Luna Park” 
and inviting all to the special Oswald J. 
Smith evangelistic campaign organized 
by the Protestant churches of Buenos 
Aires. 

Many people objected to the slogan, 
but whether the phrase, “Salvation at 
Luna Park,” should have been used or 
not, over 1,000 decisions for Christ were 
made during Dr. Smith’s meetings. 

This was the first evangelistic effort in 
which virtually all the evangelical 
churches in Buenos Aires cooperated. 
The organizing committee included con- 
servative evangelicals from all denomina- 
tions. Special training classes for coun- 
selors were held in Methodist churches, 
Pentecostal assembly rooms and Brethren 
halls. The campaign was the object of 
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much prayer all over Argentina. 

Attendance ranged from a minimum 
of 7,000 to a maximum of over 20,000. 
Plans were laid for a careful follow-up. 

The Buenos Aires press was favorable, 
on the whole. One sensational weekly 
stated that the campaign was a racket 
and demanded a government investiga- 
tion of the origin of the funds. A more 
conservative weekly, the R. C. Criterio, 
criticized the slogan and the type of 
salvation people would find through Dr. 
Smith, but recognized the sincerity of 
the preacher and the organizers. La Van- 
guardia ran a leading article entitled “A 
Suggestive Contrast,” in which the meet- 
ings were compared with a big R. C. 
rally in favor of religious education, held 
at the same time in one of the parks.” 

The R. C. meetings were attended by 
some 4,000 people after “the vast adver- 
tising campaign of the church, the ring- 
ing of bells, the firing of rockets and the 
use of deafening loudspeakers. . . On the 
other hand between 17,000 and 20,000 
people gather every afternoon at Luna 
Park to attend meetings organized by 
the evangelical groups of Buenos Aires.” 

La Vanguardia ended by saying: 
“Liberty of education and of worship 
exist in our country. Nobody would 
think otherwise. Both evangelicals and 
Roman Catholics recognize the fact. But 
while the former support their churches 
and the establishments in which they 
teach their doctrines with the contribu- 
tions of their own people, and only ask 
the State to respect them, the latter, the 
clericals, insist that the community 
should pay for the R. C. schools and pay 
the wages of all their propagandists. 
That is what they want. The difference 
between the two groups is very evident.” 





EUROPE 
Get Tough Policy 


Church sources in Vienna said that a 
congress on “problems of atheistic educa- 
tion” held in Prague under the auspices 
of the Ministry of Education and Culture 
may herald a new tough policy against 
religion in Czechoslovakia. 

Rude Pravo, Czech Communist party 
organ, reported that the congress dis- 
cussed the “failure of atheistic education 
in the past” and considered measures to 
“step up” such education. 

According to the paper the conference 
agreed that atheistic education should not 
be “restricted to the schools but spread 
over all parts of the population.” Pravo 
added that the meeting also discussed 
“other religious problems in the country.” 








The church sources showed surprise 
over the publicity given the congress. 
They said that in past years the Czech 
Communist government has carried on 
the fight against the Church with as 
much secrecy as possible. 





AUSTRALIA 


Moral Leadership 


Dr. Frank Woods, speaking after his 
enthronement in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Melbourne, Australia, as the fifth Angli- 
can Archbishop of Melbourne, warned 
that the West is losing its moral leader- 
ship of the world. 

He said that in the eyes of the seeth- 
ing millions of India, the East and 
Africa, Christianity is not a harbinger 
of peace and goodwill but synonymous 
with a civilization which has resorted to 
war twice in 50 years—“war more devas- 
tating and terrible than any before in 
history.” 

The new archbishop, formerly Bishop 
of Middleton, England, and chaplain to 
Queen Elizabeth II, said that not only 
does the East no longer look to the West 
for leadership but it has labeled the 
Christian faith as a western importation 
which it will resist. 

He said the peoples of the East regard 
Europe as a Christian continent where 
“unspeakable atrocities, far outstripping 
in enormity and cruelty the fabulous 
atrocities of ancient Rome or of modern 
savages, have been committed.” 

“These have been committed,” Dr. 
Woods said, “by a nation which might 
well have claimed to be intellectually the 
most advanced in the world. No wonder 
that the East no longer looks to the West 
for leadership.” 

The archbishop blamed industrial ma- 
terialism for causing “the proletarian 
masses of what was once Christian Eu- 
rope to lose contact with the church and 
to become themselves objects of evange- 
lism.” 

Dr. Woods said that “possibly the most 
sinister of all the thought forces of the 
rising generation, even in so-called 
Christian countries, are such as to make 
the great Christian concepts almost un- 
intelligible.” 

“Such words as salvation, atonement, 
miracles, sacrament, grace, redemption, 
sacrifice,” he said, “need explanation to 
our generation as if they came from an 
alien culture. The prevailing school of 
modern philosophy questions the very 
foundation of knowledge. Theology, 
once the queen of the sciences, is held 
to be intellectually barely respectable.” 
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Bible ‘Text of the Month 


But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto you (Matt. 6:33). 


« How gracious and comforting is this 
assurance of the blessed Jesus, that, in 
heartily seeking what is most estimable 
and durable, we go the way to find not 
only that Jewel, which is above all price, 
but to have added to it in abundance all 
the desirable jewels of lesser value. To 
seek the kingdom of heaven by faith in 
the merits of Christ, and, through the 
sanctifying gift of the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, in righteousness and true holiness, 
is the paramount duty, which every man 
owes to himself; and all other objects 
comparatively are utterly unworthy of 
his devoted attention, otherwise than 
subserviently to that end and aim. 
Joun Stow 


PROPER SEEKING 


“ It is only the wantonly presumptuous 
who, in mockery of God, would reap 
without sowing; and seeking first the 
perishable riches of earth, fondly imagines 
that the eternal good will be added to 
him over and above. RupoiF STIER 


€ Seek it in faith, with prayers, with 
tears, with reformation. Seek it first; let 
no worldly thing stand in your thoughts 
worthy preferment to it. Seek it with 
disregard and a holy contempt of other 
things: for this once come, they will be 
added to you. Tuomas ADAMS 


“ Learn to covet spiritual things, labor 
for the meat that perisheth not. Lay 
hold upon eternal life, whatever you let 
go. Temporal things are mutable and 
momentary, mixed and infected with 
care in getting, fear in keeping, grief in 
losing. Besides, they are insufficient and 
unsatisfactory, and many times prove in- 
struments of vice, and hinderances from 
heaven. Spiritual things, on the other 
side, are solid and substantial, serving to 
a life that is supernatural, and supernal. 
They are also certain and durable. They 
are sound and sincere, a continual feast, 
without cessation or the least intermis- 
sion. Joun Trapp 


{ This supreme seeking, described as 
hunger and thirst in Matthew 5:6, is the 
distinctive mark of all true disciples. We 
may translate the present imperative: “go 
on seeking.” The desire for the Kingdom 
and righteousness is constantly satisfied, 
for what we seek is ours by grace; and 


yet the seeking is always to continue, for 
the object of our desire can ever be more 
fully attained. This seeking is, of course, 
in no sense synergistic, but the desire of 
the regenerate and believing heart to 
enter ever more fully into union with 
God. Grace kindles the desire and keeps 
it ever active in this life. . . . To seek his 
Kingdom is to desire more and more par- 
ticipation in the rule of the Father's 
grace in Christ, enjoying more and more 
the blessings (Matt. 5:3-12) of that rule 
of grace which eventually becomes a 


tule of glory. R. C. H. Lensxr 


KINGDOM AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 
{ The Kingdom of God is the new spir- 


itual economy. To seek it, is to make 
attainment for ourselves and others, of 
the holy spiritual happiness which it se- 
cures to all its genuine subjects, our great 
object, to lay up treasures for ourselves 
in heaven. The righteousness of God is 
obviously neither the justice of the divine 
character, nor the divine method of justi- 
fication, but the righteousness of the 
kingdom required by God; that righteous- 
ness which far exceeds the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees. To seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness, is to make the attainment of that 
holy happiness for ourselves and others, 
which is to be perfected in heaven and 
the cultivation of that spiritual religion 
and morality, which is indissolubly con- 
nected with this holy happiness, our 
great, our principal business, to which 
everything else is to be subordinated, to 
which everything else is to be sacrificed. 

Joun Brown 


His righteousness— This means that 
personal righteousness which our Father 
requires in the subjects of the Messianic 
reign, which they ought to hunger and 
thirst after (Matt. 5:6); which ought 
to exceed that of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees (Matt. 5:20); extending not merely 
to outward acts, but to the inner life of 
purpose and desire (Matt. 5:21-48); 
which ought to be practiced, not with 
a view to the praise of men, but to the 
approval and rewards of the Father in 
heaven (Matt. 6:1-18). J. A. Broapus 


This righteousness by the evangelical 
condescension is far short of a sinless 
obedience; but is absolved by our sincere 





endeavors, though in many things we 
offend all. The evangelical righteousness 
consists in a hearty endeavor to obey the 
laws of the gospel; and in a diligent 
applying to God for grace to do it, and a 


quick and sincere repentance after 
lapses; and all this founded on a true 
faith in Christ, in and through whom it 
is that we are admitted to the benefits of 
the new covenant. James Bram 


CURE FOR ANXIETY 

« Having now prohibited, at great length 
and in various forms, the indulgence of 
a skeptical solicitude about even neces- 
sary things belonging to the present life, 
he shows them how it is to be avoided; 
not by mere negation, or attempting 
simply to abstain from such anxiety and 
unbelief, but by positively doing some- 
thing else which will immediately correct 
the evil. This remedy for unbelieving 
doubts and cares consists in constantly 
subordinating all such personal consider- 
ation to the higher interests of the divine 
service, not as excluding all provision for 
this life, but as including and securing 
it. J. A. ALEXANDER 


{ All these things—an expression twice 
used in the verse preceding, and applied 
to the necessary things of this life, with 
particular reference to food and clothing, 
as the subject of the previous context. 
Added—given over and above the spir- 
itual good directly flowing from devotion 
to God's service. The whole prescription, 
therefore, is, instead of anxiously and 
passionately hunting, like the heathen, 
for the good things or even the necessaries 
of this life, as if God were not aware of 
their necessities or able to supply them, 
to aim first, in time and preference, at 
those things which concern his service, 
and believe that by so doing, what ap- 
pears to be neglected will be certainly 


secured, J. A. ALEXANDER 


€ It is of no use only to tell men that 
they ought to trust, that the birds of the 
air might teach them to trust, that the 
flowers of the field might preach resigna- 
tion and confidence to them. It is no use 
to attempt to scold them into trust, by 
telling them that distrust is heathenish. 
You must fill the heart with supreme 
and transcendent desire after the one 
supreme object; and then there will be 
no room and leisure left for the anxious 
care after the lesser. Have inwrought 
into your being, Christian man, the oppo- 
site of that heathen over-regard for 
earthly things. A. MAcLarEN 
€ Here then, at 


(Cont'd on page 39) 
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An urgent appeal with practical 
ideas for leading new Christians 
into active church membership. 


by Sidney W. Powell, 
author of Where Are the People? 


A successful pastor and evangelist of 
wide experience gives competent help and 
encouragement to one of the greatest 
problems facing churches. 


This book deals realistically with the 
problem of the host of inactive church 
members. The author, recognizing the 
fact that many will fall by the wayside in 
spite of all the church can do, presents a 
thorough study of the factors causing 
inactive membership. This is followed 
by workable suggestions for solving in- 
dividual problems. $3.00 


At your favorite bookseller 


































































$g4- 50 THE SPEEDLINER prints without. Ink 


in from to 5 colors at one time. 
Takes Rens post card to 8 x 14 sizes. 
Prints on most any kind ot paper and 
turns out 40 to 60 copies per minute. You can print 
300 to 400 copies from one master. This machine 
is precision buillt——sturdy—easy to handle or store— 
gives many years of perfect service and is fully guar- 
anteed. It is olean and so easy to use—even a child 
can operate one. 


& TAX 





The Speediiner offers you greatest 


economy and is the finest low-cost spirit duplicator | 


you oan buy. Hundreds are used by churches for all 
church duplicating needs. 


Write for free information today. 


SPEEDLINER COMPANY 
4404 Ravenswood Chicago 40, Ili. 


FREE 


CHOIR BOOK 


CHOIR PRAISES 


Ir you’re looking for new choir music, write 
today to PraisE Book PuBLIcATIONS, Mound, 
Minnesota, for your FREE copy of the in- 
Spiring CHOIR Pratses, Please mention your 
church and position, 13 singable arrange- 
ments at less than 6¢ each. Low quantity 
rates, Includes: Give of Your Best to the 
Master, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, Open 
My Eyes That I May See, Under His Wings, 
Lead Me to Calvary, and 8 others. 


Poise Book Aad ; bese, on 
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rel I i” Review 


BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE 


The Secret of Radiant Life, by W. 

E. Sangster, Abingdon, 1957. $3.00. 

The author, formerly minister of 
Westminster Central Hall in London, 
has a large following on both sides of 
the Atlantic. He will endear himself to 
many more who meet him for the first 
time on these pages. 

“The Secret of Radiant Life” is a 
volume long overdue. For some time 
Americans have stormed the book stands 
for a wide variety of selections on The 
Art of Happy Living and kindred 
themes. In most instances they have 
been sold short by promoters of the “Do 
It Yourself” Cult. Dr. Sangster writes 
on this subject from a perspective which 
is manifestly and refreshingly biblical. 
He rightly emphasizes that the radiant 
life is not the crowning accomplishment 
of human effort but the mind of Christ 
achieving itself anew in human personal- 
ities. It is therefore a gift of divine grace 
communicated to the believer by the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit. Yet it is not auto- 
matically conferred. While man cannot 
manufacture it, he nevertheless must 
exercise conscious effort in the direction 
of a total surrender of his whole being. 
“To have the mind of Christ we must 
give him our mind.” 

In addition to theory there are prac- 
tical suggestions and meditations here 
which aid in a fuller appropriation of the 
mind of Christ. The reader will find 
these meditations some novel 
methods of prayer and Bible study which 
will remove the dullness and drabness 
from his own routine. 

One further emphasis is worthy of 
note. The author warns that if the mind 
of Christ is sought selfishly the quest 
will end in disappointment. The grace 
is given only to be shared. It is poured, 
not into reservoirs, but into living chan- 
nels. 

We recommend Dr. Sangster’s book 
universally because it is rooted in the 
biblical concepts of sin and grace and 
because it is eminently useful in en- 
riching the life of Christians. 

Ricuarp ALLEN BopgEy 


SANE AND SOUND 


The Dead Sea Scrolls, by Charles 

F. Pfeiffer. Baker Book House, 

Grand Rapids. $2.50. 

Here is another useful introduction to 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. All who write on 


S ¥ 
among 





this subject are much indebted to the 
legion of their fellow scroll enthusiasts 
and Dr. Pfeiffer, a recent graduate of 
the Dropsie College of Hebrew and Cog- 
nate Learning and now Professor of Old 
Testament Language and Literature at 
Moody Bible Institute, exhibits com- 
mendable modesty in acknowledging his 
debts, especially to Millar Burrows’ The 
Dead Sea Scrolls. 

All the ground is covered in this sur- 
vey—the story of the discoveries, the 
Qumran community, the contents of the 
scrolls, the questions of their date, his 
torical background and their relevance 
for biblical studies and Christian origins. 
The over-all treatment is uneven, how 
ever (42 of the approximately 92 pages 
of text are devoted to the chapter on 
“The Sectarian Scrolls”) and, therefore, 
the discussion of some matters is exceed- 
ingly brief. In style the presentation is 
somewhat encyclopedic—in contrast, for 
example, to F. F. Bruce’s volume which 
carries the reader along more lightly over 
about the same terrain. 

The author achieves his stated aim of 
presenting an “objective and dispassion- 
ate” survey of the scrolls and their sig- 
nificance. He labors no particular thesis. 
Making his way through the many 
knotty problems he repeatedly succeeds 
in laying his finger on the decisive point, 
yet states his conclusions with scholarly 
restraint. In gauging the significance of 
the scrolls for biblical studies Pfeiffer is 
sanely conservative and his judgments 
on the relevance of the scrolls for Chris 
tianity are theologically sound—and that 
is a welcome change from much of the 
mushrooming literature on this subject. 

Merepitu G. Kuni 


RELIGIOUS FIRE 


The Great Awakening in New Eng- 
land, by Edwin Scott Gaustad, Har- 
per, 1957. $3.00. 

Here is a careful study of the Great 
Awakening—a religious fire which swept 
the American colonies in the 1740's. The 
author limits his study to the Awakening 
in New England, but this phase is of 
profound importance for understanding 
the spread and character of Christianity 
in the entire United States. 

Gaustad’s book on the Great Awaken- 
ing Chis first published work) is not an 
exhaustive chronicle or detailed narra 
tive. The main figures and phases of the 
Awakening are introduced, but they pass 
in brief review and only when they are 
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relevant to the author’s thesis. One must 
look elsewhere for a closer introduction to 
Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield, 
Gilbert Tennent and Charles Chauncy. 
But, as it stands, this new survey is a 
first-rate appraisal of an important event 
in American history; no student of its 
church history can afford to neglect it. 

The Great Awakening in New Eng- 
land was at its peak in 1741-42. In the 
first chapter, Gaustad sketches the Puri- 
tan background; in the following four 
chapters he gives highlights of the re- 
vival’s rise and fall, and the three final 
chapters indicate three consequences of 
the Awakening — personal, institutional 
and_ theological. 

Exception may be taken to the state- 
ment on page 85 that Yale College was 
“the coldest, darkest corner of New Eng- 
land” in Great Awakening days. New 
Haven may not have known the excite- 
ment that swept through a place like 
Northampton, but there must have been 
far “colder, darker” corners. Witness the 
effect that the revival had on New Haven 
and Yale—church attendance surged, 
trustees were hard put to keep things run- 
ning normally at Yale College, and the 
visits of Whitefield, Tennent, and Ed- 
wards produced no small stir. Indeed, it 
was at Yale that Samuel Buell was 
aroused to his provocative ministry as an 
itinerant evangelist, that David Brainerd 
was inspired to go from room to room in 
students’ quarters to confront classmates 
with the demands of faith and repent- 
ance, and that Samuel Hopkins—himself 
destined to become one of Edwards’ most 
influential followers and New England’s 
first systematic theologian—was brought 
to conversion. Surely, this could not have 
been in New England’s “darkest, coldest 
corner.” 

The book would be stronger if more 
space had been devoted to showing the 
connection of the revival to subsequent 
developments in American Calvinism, to 
the Harvard-Yale-Andover-Hartford series 
of events which led at last to the repudi- 
ation of New England Theology and the 
acceptance of theories based on higher 
critical, evolutionary and _rationalistic 
hypotheses, Dick L. Van HatsEMA 


CHRIST NOT MARX 


Marx Meets Christ, by Frank Wil- 
son Price, Westminster, Philadel- 
phia. $3.50. 

In the judgment of this reviewer this 
is the finest book yet written on the 
conflict between Communism and Chris- 
tianity. Dr. Price does not write from 
theory, from unsupported opinions or 
from an unreasoned prejudice; rather he 
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YOUR CHURCH 


THE HIDDEN POWER will sweep you 
into the center of a man’s great per- 
sonal struggle as he is torn between his 
allegiance to the Constitution of the 
United States and to an Ecclesiastical 
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The 24-Feature Book 


On the International Sunday School Lessons — makes teaching 
easier and more effective. Users say Higley’s has no equal—A 
superb teaching aid backed by more than a quarter ofa century 
experience. Every feature practical, usable, helpful. Simple but 
scholarly, definitely evangelistic—presenting deep Bible truths. 


4 Able Editors—50 Contributors 


Gives you four unique plans of lesson presentation. All 
necessary research work has been done for you. One popular 
feature —Searchlight Review Questions with Keyed An- 
swers. You will like all the other features too. 320 pages, 

nearly 300,000 words. Washable covers, only. .. $2.25. 


Order one for every teacher from your bookstore today or 
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SEE HOLY LAND NOW! 


Our eighth tour. Five weeks beginning June 17. In- 
cluding Luxor, Babylon, Petra, Ephesus, Crete, etc. 
Also Christmas tour. Directed by Bible Professors. 
Budget priced. Time payments. Write or call 3751. 


BIBLE LANDS SEMINARS, Box 3-C, Wilmore, Ky. 
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COMPLETE... NEW 
AUTHORITATIVE 
7,000 definitions based on 
all recent discoveries and 
latest evangelical scholar- 
ship. Over 500 photo- 
graphs, drawings, maps; 
helpful outlines and charts. 
Compiled and edited by 
Merrill F. Unger, Th.D., 
Ph.D., professor of the- 
ology at Dallas Theologi- 
cal Seminary. 1,208 pages. 

$8.95 
MOODY PRESS 
CHICAGO 10 


SPECI L INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 
Due to publication delay, 7 


laales-3 ¢ 


introductory offer continued 









through Jan. 31, 1958. Save $1. 









16mm full-color, sound film 
Running time—29 minutes 


Available at your Film 
Library, or write Film Dept. D0 
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LET ME DEVELOP YOUR 


TALENT QUICKLY! 7 
Play ACCORDION, ORGAN or PIANO 


IMAGINE a _ soul-satisfying ministry playing 
glorious Hymns for Church, Evangelistic Cam- 
paigns, Street Meetings, Mission Fields or for 
Friends. 

r———- CLIP OR COPY COUPON -———4 
| HERB JAHN, Box 147-X, Hollywood 28, Calif. | 
Send me without cost, your beautiful new BRO- 
CHURE and T.Q.T. to prove I can play Hymns 
through your ILLUSTRO GRAPH method just 
as you have taught your other 3,000 students 

now enrolled. 
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CHECKROOM EFFICIENCY 
ANYWHERE 


HAT AND 
COAT RACKS 





S ft. egainst-woll 
rack holds 25 


coats ond hots able 


This 5 ft. 
rock holds 50 coots 
ond hots 


CHECKROOM EFFICIENCY 
ANYWHERE 


Each coat on a wooden hanger held spaced 
apart from every other; each hat in its 
individual space on a ventilated shelf. Save 
floor space— accommodate 5 people per 
square foot. Rigidly built for lifetime serv- 
ice—welded heavy gauge and square tubular 
furniture steel. Beautifully finished baked on 
enamel. Portable units come on large swivel 
casters. Checker Wall Racks are avail- 
able in any length by the foot—fit in any- 
where. Mount on wall at any height. 
Standard equipment in churches, schools, 
restaurants, hotels, clubs—in fact, wherever 
7. a wraps problem. Write for catalog. 


VOGEL-PETERSON COMPANY 
1127 West 37th Street 
Chicago 9, Illinois 











A significant book! 
IN THE MIRROR 


An appraisal of the 
Christian Reformed Church 


by J. H. KROMMINGA 
President of Calvin Seminary 


Much has been written about the Christian 
Reformed Church on the occasion of its 
centennial year, 1957. Its teachings and 
activities have been brought to the atten- 
tion of the public by various means. 

In this book Dr. Kromminga discusses 
not only the distinctive truths to which the 
Christian Reformed Church adheres, but he 
also points out its shortcomirgs. The author 
describes the tradition out of which it grew 
and the environment in which it lives. He 
stresses certain errors this church has made 
and points to their potential dangers. 

Dr. Kromminga reviews what the Chris- 
tian Reformed Church has done, what it is 
doing, and goes on to say what it ought 
to do to live up to its calling. This book 
has a message for others as well as for the 
members of the Christian Reformed Church. 
It can be recommended to readers who are 
in no way affiliated with this church, for 
“In the Mirror” reflects theories and ideals 
which are sound in doctrine and wise in 
counsel, while the historical information is 
accurate and up to date. 

The author's honest criticism and keen 
perception reveal love and devotion to the 
Lord and His Church. 


$2.90 
A publication of 
GUARDIAN PUBLISHING 


COMPANY, LTD. 
Box 34 Station B 
Hamilton, Ont., Canadu 
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has read and digested Marx's writings, 
has seen his theories put into practice, 
compared the man Marx with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Communism with Chris- 
tianity, and come up with the most in- 
cisive and devastating analysis it has yet 
been our privilege to read. 

Marx Meets Christ is divided into 
four sections: I. Two Persons Meet; II. 
Two Ideas Meet; III. Two Systems 
Meet; and IV. Two Faiths Meet. 

With some of the views expressed by 
Dr. Price we do not concur, particularly 
his rather obvious feeling that the ideal 
government towards which Christianity 
should work is some torm of modified 
socialism. There are various countries 
today in which one may study modified 
socialism but in every case the nation has 
emerged in a weakened state and its 
people with security bought at too great 
a price. 

Having made these reservations we go 
on to say that in repeated comparisons 
Dr. Price comes out clearly and unequiv- 
ocally for the triumphant and living 
Christ and convicts Marx on every count. 
In fact, this book has more voluminous 
quotations from the writings of Marx, 
with incisive refutations accompanying 
them, than any other book of comparable 
size we know of. In addition, the actual 
applications of Communistic principles 
and the techniques employed and the 
results attained are shown up in the 
refreshing light of immediate effects and 
eventual by-products, so much so that 
readers with any possible illusions as to 
the usefulness of Communism should 
have them dispelled once and for all. 

In Section II, “Two Ideas Meet,” 
read: 

Marxism would change systems, then 

mass man; Christianity seeks to trans- 

form both individual men in their 
societies and, through them, the sys- 
tems and structures of society. 

Communistic violence turns the sword 

first against the enemy class (every- 

one except the workers); Christian 
love turns the sword first against evil 
in oneself. Christ was sure that the 
gentle, brave, and loving would pos- 
sess the earth rather than the fierce, 
cruel and hateful (p. 74). . . . Marx’s 
faith that a new social system will 
automatically change all human na- 
ture in it from greed to cooperation, 
from parasitism to hard work, from 
evil to good, is a naive, unscientific, 
and, we add, unchristian view of the 
nature of man (p. 77). . . . Jesus 

Christ gave men a social hope for this 

world and for the world to come, par- 
tial hope for this age of history and a 


we 








perfect hope for history beyond his- 
tory. The Kingdom of God—the rule 
of God—is being realized in measure 
now and could be realized far more; 
but it is Christian realism to admit 
that it can never be fully realized in 
space and time as we mortals know 
them (p. 78). 

Section III, “Two Systems Meet.” Dr. 
Price repeatedly states the only too often 
overlooked fact that Communism never 
changes in its ultimate objectives. For 
tactical purposes there may be retreats 
and flank movements. 

From time to time Communist leaders 

enlarge the area in which they will 

maneuver and thus make it somewhat 
easier for other groups to deal with 
them (we are in such a period today), 
but never has there been any serious 
deviation from basic theory or from 
main lines of strategy that the Com- 
munistic power bloc deems essential 

to its present and future interests (p. 

94). 

One startling statement is found with 
reference to the absolutism within the 
Communist system: 

It is more difficult to join the Com- 
munist Party today than to join a 
Christian church body. For this rea- 
son the number of fellow travelers far 
exceeds the actual registered member- 
ship in Communist parties. With all 
of this voluntary, enthusiastic assist- 
ance, the Communists are able to move 
swiftly into political vacuums. 

Even peoples who love liberty do not 

realize how much a Communist gov- 

ernment that brings certain reforms 
can crush that liberty. The Chinese 
people today are a vivid illustration. 

Dr. Price brings out the exceeding 
dangerous cleverness often exhibited by 
the Communists: “The means that the 
Communists select are generally clever, 
diabolically clever, and at times frighten- 
ingly efficacious” and this is because they 
are “not inhibited by any personal com- 
punctions, democratic ideals, or religious 
standards of the non-Communistic world” 
(p. 96). Speaking of their strategy Dr. 
Price tells how they exploit situations, 
attach their cause to popular movements 
and legitimate national aspirations and 
even use religion and religious ideals as 
a cover for Communist efforts. He tells 
of their infiltration and subversive activi- 
ties, their zigzag tactics, their propa- 
ganda methods through highly trained 
professionals, their seizing of all media 
of public information when possible: 
“Those who have lived always in coun- 
tries with relative freedom of thought 
can hardly understand the demonic force 
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and hypnotic influence of Marxian ‘ad- 
vertising’” (p. 120). 

Section IV, “Two Faiths Meet.” This 
is clearly expressed in these words: 

But Marxism is also a faith-inspiring 

creed, in a sense a perversion of 

Christianity, a twisted plagiarism 

from the Bible; in another sense a 

violent reaction against Christianity 

and return to pagan religion. Or we 
may call it a new humanitarian re- 
ligion in which the deification of man 

has followed the denial of God (p. 

136). . . . It is impossible, or next to 

impossible, to be a member of the 

Christian Church and the Communist 

Party at the same time (p. 139). 

To read Marx Meets Christ is to real- 
ize afresh that it is Christ, not Marx, 
who has the answer to the individual and 
corporate needs of all mankind. 

L. Nevson Bett 


HERITAGE PIECE 


The “Old Colony” of New Ply- 

mouth, by Samuel Eliot Morison, 

Knopf, New York, 1956. $3.50. 

This is a wonderful book by one of 
America’s great modern historians, who, 
perhaps in this book more than in any 
of his other 24 volumes, has displayed 
his gifts as a superb storyteller. The 
story he tells is old and familiar: the 
coming of the Pilgrims to Plymouth in 
1620. But with what artistry he tells it, 
and with what fascinating new detail, 
and with what aliveness and simplicity! 
No wonder the Thomas Alva Edison 
Foundation has already given it its An- 
nual Children’s Book Award “for special 
excellence.” 

Of special note is the high spiritual 
tone with which this book begins and 
continues to its very end. There is no 
muckraking here, no debunking. Nor 
does the author indulge in the senti- 
mental vagaries and half-truths of blind 
hero worship. One gets the definite im- 
pression that the early Pilgrims were 
seriously and soberly set upon the busi- 
ness of being just that: Pilgrims. And 
the deep faith which inspired them to 
begin their venture, and sustained them 
through it, shines through with great 
clarity. 

In many respects Plymouth Colony 
was the most balanced of all the English 
colonies in New England, never knowing 
the extremes of Massachusetts Bay, 
Rhode Island, or New Haven. And Pro- 
fessor Morison has given us and our 
children such a readable and balanced 
account of Plymouth, and such an astute 
evaluation of what America owes to it 


religiously and politically, that one lays 


down his book with much reassurance 
that the foundation of the American way 
of life was good. In its remembrance 
and in the continuation of the spirit and 
faith in which it was established lies our 
national hope. Daviw W. Baker 


LITERARY WORK 


Newman: Prose and Poetry, selected 

by Geoffrey Tillotson, Rupert Hart- 

Davis, London, 1957. 30s. 

Quite apart from being one of the 
most controversial figures of last century, 
John Henry Newman was a master of 
fine English prose. In this fat and excel- 
lently produced volume (one of the Rey- 
nard Library series of reprints) Mr. Geof- 
frey Tillotson has not given us an an- 
thology, but instead has brought together 
some of Newman’s longer works in ex- 
tenso, in particular the propagandist novel 
entitled Loss and Gain, the Discourses on 
the Scope and Nature of University Edu- 
cation and the History of My Religious 
Opinions (better known as the Apologia 
pro Vita Sua). Added to these there is 
The Tamworth Reading Room, selections 
of four sermons and eight letters and a 
number of verses. In view of the great 
amount of material available one cannot 
help feeling that, with the exception of 
the Apologia, something more in the na- 
ture of an anthology would have been 
preferable; and surely Newman’s letters 
could with advantage have played a more 
prominent part in a volume of this na- 
ture. It is entertaining to find one so 
intimately bound to Oxford as Newman 
was writing in one of these latter, with 
reference to a visit to Cambridge: “My 
allegiance to Oxford was shaken by the 
extreme beauty of this place.” In another 
he confesses that the only master of style 
he ever had was Cicero. 

To read Newman's Apologia again 
after an interval of a good many years is a 
forcible but also fascinating reminder of 
the mental and psychological tortuosities 
of this strange and somewhat pathetic 
cleric. Though brought up in an Evan- 
gelical home, even as a child he was very 
superstitious and, until an experience of 
conversion at the age of fifteen, used con- 
stantly to cross himself on going into the 
dark. Of Hurrell Froude, John Keble’s 
pupil and friend, he says: “He taught me 
to look with admiration towards the 
Church of Rome and in the same degree 
to dislike the Reformation. He fixed deep 
in me the idea of devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin, and he led me gradually to be- 
lieve in the Real Presence.” A visit to 
Rome, including two calls on Cardinal 
Wiseman, in 1833 convinced him that 


he had “a work to do in England.” Hav- 





Maybe You 


DON'T SAY 
ee AIN’T 99 


1™ sure you don’t say “‘ain’t.” 
But are you sure you don’t 
make less glaring mistakes 
that can cause people to 
“down-grade” you? Mistakes 
such as “Mary was invited as 
well as myself” or “Between © 
you and I”? It’s astonishing % 
how often “who” is used for 
“whom”; how frequently we 
hear such “tell-tale” mispro- 
nunciations as ‘“forMIDable” 
and “incomPAREable.” Small 





Sherwin Cody 


errors like these can hold you back; mark you as 
lacking in education and refinement. 


Now Master Good English 
in Just 15 Minutes a Day 


Every time you use a wrong word, mispro- 
nounce a word, punctuate incorrectly, use trite, 
commonplace words you handicap yourself enor- 
mously. But now Sherwin Cody brings you an 
easy self-correcting way of mastering English in 
only a few minutes a day — without tedious 
drills, or boring rules to memorize. 


Send for 
FREE BOOK 


Write today for FREE book- 
let “How You Can Master 
Good English in 15 Minutes 
A Day.” No obligation. No 
salesman will call. Address a 
postcard or letter now to: 
Sherwin Cody Course in English, 
2421 Central Drive, Port Wash- 
ington, N. Y. 
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AND DISCOUNT SERVICE, INC. 
BUY AT WHOLESALE AND DISCOUNT 
America’s religious personnel are saving 


sums annually—on the purchase 
l autos, television, furni- 


i sporti church 
c ° 

am, te. Write today for Infor- 
mation. 


SERVING OVER 12,000 MEMBERS 
213-B Carolina Office Building 
P. O. Box 9381 Raleigh, N. C. 











Please mention CurisTIANITy Topay 
when you write to advertisers. 


if You Are Under 80 
You Are Not Too Old 
For Life Insurance 


Let us tell you how you can still apply 
for a $1,000 life insurance policy to help 
take care of final expenses without 
burdening your family. 





You handle the entire transaction by 
mail with OLD AMERICAN of KAN- 
SAS CITY. No obligation. No one 
will call on you! 


Tear out this ad and mail it today 
with your name, address and age to Old 
American Insurance Co., 1 West 9th, 





Dept. L116N, Kansas City, Missouri. 
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STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 


Has everything Sunday-school teachers 
have been looking for! Based on 1958 
International Uniform series, 8 big pages 
every week provide the best in Sunday- 
school teaching. Large, easy-to-read type. 
448 pages, 7% x 93% inches. Beautifully 
bound. Grier GPRS. ..sscescccd $2.95 


TEACH WITH SUCCESS 


Will make your teaching more effective. 
Three sections: You prepare to teach, You 
teach the lesson, You evaluate—designed 
specifically to improve Sunday-school 
teaching. You will read it now, then keep 
it handy for constant reference. Colorful 
illustrations. 3232............4.. $2.95 
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LIFE AND CUSTOMS 


in Jesus’ Time 


Background informa- 
tion that will lend color 
and interest to New 
Testament study and 
teaching. Describes 
home and domestic life, 
farm and field, social, 
business, religious and 
political life. Bibliog- 
raphy at end of each 
chapter. 

Order 3005... .$2.50 























At your Bookstore, or Dept. CT-1 
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when you write to advertisers. 





A PRIEST SPEAKS HIS MIND 


Rev. W. E. R. O'Gorman 


$2.25 postpaid — P.O. Box 1053, 
Glendale 5, Calif. 







Still widely 
ministers dealing 


read and Invaluable for 
Roman Catholics.—“‘This book 
should be in hands of every Protestant in America.”’ 


—Standard Pub. Co. 


SHARE MY PLEASANT STONES 


Every Day for a Year 


By Eugenia Price 


365 sparkling daily devotions 
$3.00 


A Zondervan Publication 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER 
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ing grown up with the belief that the 
Pope was Antichrist, Newman was com- 
ing to embrace a very different opinion. 
The desire to reconcile Romish dogma 
with the teaching of the Thirty-Nine 
Articles led up to the publication, in 
February 1841, of the notorious Tract 90. 
“Alas!” he exclaims, “it was my portion 
for whole years to remain without any 
satisfactory basis for my religious profes- 
sion, in a state of moral sickness, neither 
able to acquiesce in Anglicanism, nor able 
to go to Rome.” The Via Media of Anglo- 
Catholicism failed to satisfy the hopes he 
had entertained of it. Then in 1843 he 
took “two very significant steps”: in Feb- 
ruary he made a formal retractation of 
all the hard things he had previously said 
against the Church of Rome; and in Sep- 
tember he resigned the living of the Uni- 
versity Church of St. Mary’s at Oxford. 
At last, two years later, there came his 
expected desertion of the Church of Eng- 
land for the Roman allegiance. What 
“Kindly Light” led him amid that “en- 
circling gloom” it is difficult to imagine. 
(The famous hymn, incidentally, con- 
trary to popular misconceptions, had been 
written years before, in 1833.) 

“The things chosen are among those 
which most obviously interest the gen- 
eral reader,” explains Mr. Tillotson in his 
Introduction, “but it would be wrong to 
consider them as more literary than those 
I have passed over”; indeed, as he goes 
on to point out, “Newman is always liter- 
ary, even, all things considered, when he 
is most narrowly ecclesiastical.” 

Puitre Epccumse Hucues 


NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH 


Israel and the New Covenant, by 

Roderick Campbell, Presbyterian 

and Reformed, Philadelphia. $3.75. 

The early chapters of this book set 
forth the position, privileges and bless- 
ings that accrued to Old Testament 
Israel under the Abrahamic and Sinaitic 
covenants, and the much greater bless- 
ings which under the New Covenant 
accrue to the Christian Church. The 
promise spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah was: “Behold, the days come, 
saith Jehovah, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Judah. . . . I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and in their 
hearts will I write it; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people” (31: 
31-34). 

This New Covenant, our author says, 
was established by Christ with the “faith- 
ful remnant” among the Jews who recog- 
nized him as the long promised Messiah 
and as the rightful King of Israel. This 






group became the nucleus of the New 
Testament Church, the true and lawful 
successor of Old Testament Israel, and as 
such the rightful heir to all of the un- 
fulfilled prophecies and promises that 
related to Israel. 

In harmony with Paul’s statements 
that, “They that are of faith, the same 
are sons of Abraham,” and, “If ye are 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, 
heirs according to promise” (Gal. 3:7, 
29), the true Israel is no longer com- 
posed of the Jewish people as an ethnic 
group, but of all true believers in Christ. 
The writer affirms that the task assigned 
to the Church in the Great Commission 
is that of winning the entire world for 
Christ, and that that task can be accom- 
plished during the present age with the 
means now at the disposal of the Church, 
namely, through the preaching of the 
Gospel and the regenerating work of the 
Holy Spirit. He refers to “those bright 











A Symposium of 
Baptist Thought 


WHAT IS 
THE 
CHURCH ? 


Edited by 
Duke K. McCall 


President, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 


Traditionally, Baptists have 
held a unique position on the 
church which has not been 
clearly defined. In this book, | 
eleven chapters by different | 
participants explain the Bap- 
tist position under the general 
headings of ‘Biblical Studies,“ 
“Historical Studies,’’ and ‘‘Prac- 
tical Studies.’’ Churchmen can 
welcome this book, not as the 
“last word,’’ but as the first 
step toward a deeper under- 
standing of the church as the 
body of Christ and an interpre- 
tation of the unique Baptist 
position on the church. $3.00 





At your bookseller 
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Nashville 3, Tennessee 
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promises of world-wide salvation which 
sparkle like stars in the firmament of 
Holy Writ.” 

The Church is represented as not yet 
having taken seriously the command to 
go and evangelize the whole world, nor 
as having in any adequate way laid hold 
on those resources that God has placed at 
her command. Instead, she is seen as 
ignoring the plainly stated fact that 
Satan is already a defeated foe, that he is 
“on a chain,” and that he can do only 
what he is permitted by God to do. The 
viewpoint of the book is therefore post- 
millennial. 

The author's treatment of the subject 
of prophecy is particularly enlightening. 
Chapter 8, entitled “Coming in the 
Clouds,” gives many helpful insights re- 
garding the interpretation of Matthew 
24, a portion of Scripture that has caused 
the commentators no little trouble. Much 
of the discussion moves within the realm 
of eschatology. 

This is a worthwhile book. The author 
is well read, and he writes as an authority 
in his field. The reader gains a much 
clearer knowledge of God's dealings with 
his people in all ages, and feels himself 
uplifted and edified as he peruses these 
pages. LorainE BoETTNER 





TEXT OF THE MONTH 


(Cont'd from page 33) last, we have 
reached Christ’s effectual cure for dis- 
trustful anxiety. If, Christians as we are, 
with a Father in heaven to ask for bread, 
any poor heart among us be still fretted 
with fears for the morrow and the evil it 
may bring; may not the secret of such 
heathenish disquietude be found in this, 
that we are not flinging ourselves with 
sufficient self-forgetfulness into the task 
given us by our Father? Perhaps we are 
like some Christians of whom Paul 
wrote, who sought their own, not the 
things which are Jesus Christ’s. It is 
when we are not pursuing as our first 
concern his kingdom and its righteous- 
ness, that we have room in our unfilled 
hearts for petty, earthly, and selfish cares. 
So long as we do not make God’s interests 
our supreme care, we cannot, or we dare 
not, cast on God the charge of our own 
private interests. If we would live free of 
thought about tomorrow, unburdened 
today by the evil which tomorrow, when 
it comes, will find sufficient for itself, 
and would learn the secret of a heart 
light as a bird’s in air, ought we not to 
practice a more entire devotion to the 
doing of God's righteous will and the 
seeking of his spiritual kingdom? 

J. Oswatp Dykes 





STOP SAYING 


THAT TRAVEL 
IS TOO EXPENSIVE 





"Round the World 
on a Shoestring 


If you know the seldom-advertised ways of 
reaching foreign countries, you don’t need 
fantastic sums of money in order to travel. 
You could spend $500-$1000 on a one-way 
luxury steamer to Buenos Aires—but do you 
know you can travel all the way to Argentina 
through colorful Mexico, the Andes, Peru, 
etc. by bus and rail for just $132 in fares? 


You can spend $5000 on a luxury cruise 
around the world. But do you know you can 
travel around the world via deluxe freighter 
for only a fourth the cost and that there are 
about a dozen other round the world rout- 
ings for under $1000? 


There are two ways to travel—like a tour- 
ist, who spends a lot, or like a traveler, who 
knows all the ways to reach his destination 
economically, comfortably, and while seeing 
the most. 


Norman Ford’s big new guide, How to 
Travel Without Being Rich, gives you the 
traveler’s picture of the world, showing you 
the lower cost, comfortable ways to prac- 
tically any part of the world. Page after page 
reveals the ship, rail, bus, airplane and other 
routings that save you money and open the 
world to you. 


What do you want to do? Explore the West 
Indies? This is the guide that tells you how 
to see them like an old time resident who 
knows all the tricks of how to make one dol- 
lar do the work of two. Visit Mexico? This is 
the guide that tells you the low cost ways of 
reaching the sights (how 56c takes you via 
8-passenger automobile as far as those not- 
in-the-know pay $5.60 to reach). Roam 
around South America? Europe? Any other 
part of the world? This is the guide that tells 
you where and how to go at prices you can 
really afford. 


If you’ve ever wanted to travel, prove now, 
once and for all, that travel is within your 
reach. Send now for How to Travel Without 
Being Rich. It’s a big book, with over 75,000 
words, filled with facts, prices and routings, 
and it’s yours for only $1.50. Even one little 
hint can save you this sum several times over. 





FREIGHTERS 


are the secret 
of low cost travel 


Yes, for no more than you’d spend at a 
resort you can take a never-to-be-for- 
gotten cruise to Rio and Buenos Aires. 
Or through the Canal to either New 
York or California. Or to the West 
Indies or along the St. Lawrence River 
to French Canada. In fact, trips to al- 
most everywhere are within your means. 


And what accommodations you get: large 
rooms with beds (not bunks), probably a 
private bath, lots of good food and plenty 
of relazation as you speed from port to 
port. 


Depending upon how fast you want to go, 
a round the world cruise can be yours for as 
little as $250-$300 a month. And there are 
shorter trips. Fast, uncrowded voyages to 
England, France, the Mediterranean: two or 
three week vacations up and down the Pacific 
Coast or to New Orleans. Name the port and 
the chances are you can find it listed in 
“Travel Routes Around the World.” This is 
the book that names the lines, tells where 
they go, how much they charge, briefly de- 
scribes accommodations. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of travelers all over the world swear by 
it. Travel editors and travel writers say “To 
learn how to travel for as little as you’d spend 
at a resort get “Travel Routes Around the 
World.’ ”’ 


It’s yours for just $1, and the big new 128- 
page edition includes practically every pas- 
senger carrying service starting from or going 
to New York, Canada, New Orleans, the Pa- 
cific Coast, Mexico, South America, England, 
France, the Mediterranean, Africa, the Indies, 
Australia, the South Seas, Japan, Hawaii, etc. 
There’s a whole section called How to See 
the World at Low Cost plus pages and pages 
of maps. 


A big $1 worth, especially as it can open 
the way to more travel than you ever 
thought possible. For your copy, simply 
fill out coupon. 





Bargain Paradises of the Worid 


Do you know where to find an island right near the U. 8S. so nearly like Tahiti in appearance, 
beauty, and color even the natives say it was made from a rainbow? (And that costs here are 
so low you can not only reach it but also stay a while for hardly more than you’d spend at 


a resort in the U. 8.?) 


Do you know where to find the world’s best mountain hideaways or its most dazzling suf- 
washed coastal resorts, where even today you can live for a song? 


Do you know where it costs less to spend a while, the surroundings are pleasant, and the 
climate well nigh perfect in such places as Mexico, the West Indies, Peru, France, along the 
Mediterranean, and in the world’s other low cost wonderlands? 

Or if you’ve thought of more distant places, do you know which of the South Sea Islands 
are as unspoiled today as in Conrad’s day? Or which is the one spot world travelers call the 
most beautiful place on earth, where two can live in sheer luxury, with a retinue of servants 


for only $175 a month? 


Bargain Paradises of the World, a big 
book with about 100 photos and 4 maps, 
proves that if you can afford a vacation in 
the U. S., the rest of the world is closer 
than you think. Authors Norman D. Ford 
and William Redgrave, honorary vice presi- 
dents of the British Globe Trotters Club, 
show that the American dollar is respected 
all over the world and buys a lot more than 
you'd give it credit for. 

Yes, if you’re planning to retire, this book 
shows that you can live for months on end 
in the world’s wonderlands for hardly more 
than you'd spend for a few months at home. 
Or if you’ve dreamed of taking time out for 
a real rest, book shows how you can 
afford it. 

In any case, when it can cost as little as 
$24.50 from the U. S. border to reach some 
of the world’s Bargain Paradises, it’s time 
you learned how much you can do on the 
money you've _ Send now for Bargain 
Paradises of the World. Price $1.50. Use 
coupon to order. 





Mail to HARIAN 
147 Prince St. 
Greenlawn (Long Island), New York 


PUBLICATIONS 


I have enclosed $ (cash, check or 
money order). Please send me the books 
checked below. You will refund my money 
if 1 am not satisfied. 

() Travel Routes Around the World—the 
traveler’s directory to passenger carrying 
freighters, $1. 

C) How to Travel Without Being Rich. $1.50. 
C) Bargain Paradises of the World. $1.50. 

C) Special offer: all books above for $3. 


Print name 





Address 





City & State______ 
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REVIEW OF 


eae Religious Though 


IN SURVEYING current religious periodi- 
cals we note with pleasure that two solid 
theological journals have recently given 
serious attention to what is usually 
thought of as a light or popular subject 
—the movies. If there is any lightness 
in the subject, there is surely no light- 
ness in the treatment it receives in the 
Jesuit Quarterly Theological Studies 
(September, 1957), nor in the Protestant 
Theology Today (October 1957). The 
article, “The Legion of Decency,” by 
Fathers Gerald Kelly and John C. Ford, 
and “Theology and the Movies,” by Mal- 
colm Boyd, Tutor Assistant at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, as- 
sume the moral legitimacy of the cinema. 
Neither shares the not infrequently taken 
position that movies are evil per se and, 
therefore, to be avoided completely. 

Apart from this concurrence on the 
legitimacy of movies, the two articles 
diverge throughout. This divergence, 
however, is not one of obvious conflict 
so much as complementation. The Legion 
of Decency article is concerned especially 
with what is evil and to be censured and 
avoided in the movies, while the Protes- 
tant article is occupied exclusively with 
the values of the movies, nowhere deal- 
ing directly with the possibility that any 
movies are to be blacklisted. 


€ Because of its nature, we will con- 
sider the Jesuit essay first. “The Legion 
of Decency emerged as a social reality 
in 1934.” (The historical data of this 
article is based on a highly recommended 
thesis by Father Paul W. Facey, S.J.). 
Some years prior there had been wide- 
spread discontent with the moral quality 
of movies and the lives of the actors. Our 
writers admit that this early concern was 
largely among non-Romanists. “And it 
may be said to the credit of non-Catholics 
that their own efforts toward this goal 
antedated the efforts of organized Catho- 
lic bodies.” On the otlier hand, we sup- 
pose that most Protestants would grant 
the Roman claim that “the Catholic con- 
tribution was that in the very structure 
of the Church there existed a power of 
mobilizing public opinion that no other 
religious or social group possessed.” 

In its initial push, the Legion en- 
listed more than seven million pledges 
from Romanists. These pledges promised 
not only to oppose vile motion pictures 


and seek the support of others in con- 
demning them, but said, “Considering 
these evils, I hereby promise to remain 
away from all motion pictures except 
those which do not offend decency and 
Christian morality.” A shorter form of the 
pledge which is still in use today includes 
this statement: “As a member of the Le- 
gion of Decency, I pledge myself to re- 
main away from them” (indecent and im- 
moral pictures, and those which glorify 
crime and criminals). . . . I promise, fur- 
ther, to stay away altogether from places 
of amusement which show them as a 
matter of policy.” The crusade, in which 
many non-Romanists joined, was success- 
ful at the box office and the movies 
really accepted a “Production Code.” 


€ As this crusade against “indecent and 
immoral pictures” progressed, the need 
for a definition of such terms became 
apparent. The difficulty of such defini- 
tion also became apparent and none 
realized it more than those who were 
drafted to do the defining. The article 
is very full in its treatment of this prob- 
lem, but we may mention here only 
what seems to be a sort of ultimate 
classification. It seems that hundreds of 
“reviewers” to judge the moral merits of 
movies appeared, and “besides the re- 
viewers, there was a committee of con- 
sultors, made up of sixteen priests and 
thirteen laymen. . . . The final decision 
on the rating was left to the executive 
secretary (apparently of the committee 
of consultors). A fourfold classification 
evolved: A-I — Morally unobjectionable 
for General Patronage. A-II — Morally 
Unobjectionable for Adults. B—Morally 
Objectionable in Part for All. C—Con- 
demned. A result was that though C pic- 
tures decidedly declined in number, there 
was actually an increase in the B pictures. 

This increase led to a revision of the 
Production Code. “The old code for- 
bade the treatment of miscegenation; the 
revision has nothing explicit on this sub- 
ject. On the other hand, the first code 
had nothing explicit about blasphemy, 
whereas the new code states: ‘Blasphemy 
is forbidden. Reference to the Deity, 
God, Lord, Jesus, Christ, shall not be 
irreverent.’ The old code said nothing 
about mercy killing; the new code pro- 
vides: ‘Mercy killing shall never be made 
to seem right or permissible.’” Brothels 





“in any clear identification as such may 
not be shown.” Certain types of kisses 
are prohibited. 


€ In the above-mentioned article there 
is frequent reminder that movies are 
often very useful—good movies that is. 
This usefulness is the emphasis in the 
article by Malcolm Boyd—and he ap- 
parently does not exclude what the Le- 
gion of Decency would grade as C. 
Movies provide a point of contact for 
religion. They often by “negative wit- 
ness” poignantly express the loneliness 
and sorrow of secular life. “In the movie 
Country Girl, Bing Crosby tries despair- 
ingly to justify himself, while at the 
same time fighting with all his might 
against the fact of his justification lying 
outside of himself, that is, only in Christ. 
This was never said; the film bore no 
‘religious’ markings; not more than one 
out of a hundred persons who saw the 
film even considered that there might be 
an iceberg of Christian relevance under- 
neath its slick surface.” Country Girl 
dealt with a drunkard, but Lust for Life, 
the screen treatment of Vincent Van 
Gogh’s life, has a scene in a bordello; it 
frankly reveals the life of Van Gogh with 
his mistress who was a former prostitute; 
it shows much drinking and uncontrolled 
emotion and it even shows up the sham 
of an institutional, bourgeois church 
which had so far failed to be the Body 
of Christ that it had forgotten to love 
humanity or to have mercy upon it. This 
is a ‘religious’ motion picture, containing 
genuine religious insights and pointing 
to values beyond itself.” The script called 
for verboten references to ‘nigger’ and 
‘dago’ and ‘wop.’ This must be com- 
mended, for it mirrors truly a cancerous 
growth in American life which cannot be 
healed until it is diagnosed. Since people 
use such epithets to refer to their brother 
human beings created along with them- 
selves in the image of God, why not face 
the truth in the art form of the cinema?” 

As indicated, Mr. Boyd gives a some- 
what caustic appraisal of so-called re- 
ligious movies. This is not because he is 
opposed to the idea, but because his idea 
is broader than most of those who use 
the expression. He sees much that is 
spurious in religious films and much that 
is genuine in non-religious films. 


© Any adequate criterion of these articles 
would require a great deal of space and 
we have left not even a little. It seems 
to us that there is true and false, good 
and evil, in each article. We leave the 
reader to judge for himself. 

Joun H. GersTNER 



























